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FRONTIE;R DEFENSE IN THE TERRITORY OF
NEW MEXICO, 1846-1853
1

By A. B.

BENDER

Ninth Military Department was organized in 1848.
T. Coinciding,
for the most part, with the territory of
HE

New Mexico: this vast domain embraced extensive and arid
elevated plains, lofty and barren mountains, sandy desert'),
and occasional fertile valleys. In the mid-nineteenth century a considerable portion of this region was practically a
terra incognita. Despite its agricultural," grazing, and mineral' possibilities it was considered a hopeless and inacces1. This article is the second of a series dealing with the "New Mexican Frontier. 1846-1861." For an account of government explorations during this period, Bee
A. B. Bender, "Government Explorations in the Territory of New Mexico: 1846-1859,"
in NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW, IX, 1-32.
2. R. P. Thian, Notes illustrating the military geography of the United States,
1813-1880 (Washington, 1881), 45-50,71. From 1846 to 1863, New Mexico of course
included what is now Arizona; and southern Colorado until 186l.
3. Despite its reputation as a desert country. the territory possessed considerable agricultural areas, In 1850 Brevet Lieutenant Colonel G.e orge A. McCall, sta-1
tioned in New Mexico, reported to Secretary of War Crawford more than 120,000
acres of land under cultivation and that some 300,000 acres of cultiva~-Iand-IaY"-·'-·
vacant. In the sixties, William A. Bell, a scientist attached to the Soulh~rn Pacifie
Railroad Expedition, reported 500,000 acres of arable land available in the southern
part of the territory. George A. McCall. Letters from the frontier written dunng
a period of thirty years' service in the army of the United States (Philadelphia, 1868),
510; William A. Bell, New tracks in North America (London, 1869), II, 79-80.
4. The territory possessed excellent mineral deposits.
Copper, silver, and
gold were found in almost ~very section of the country, A plumbago (lead) mine
was discovered in the late fifties. Deposits of zinc. tin. bismuth, antimony. arsenic,
graphite. and alum were found in different localities.
Richard C. McCor~ick.
Arizona: its resources and prospects (New York, 1865), 5·6; Sylvester Mowry,
Arizona and Sonora: the geogro,phy, history, and resources of the silver region of
North America (New York, 1864),37-38, 193; Sen. Ex. Docs., 36 Cong., 1 Sess, No.
52, p. 208,
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sible desert. While hunters, traders, and trappers had
explored it to some extent, their accounts were generally of
a vague and marvellous character. With the exception of a
few scholars who had delved into the old Spanish records.
few people in the United States actually knew about the
real character of the country. The impression prevailed·
that it was a worthless desert. The greater part was identified with the "Apache Country," a land of "burning
deserts, parched mountains, dried up rivers, rattlesnakes,
scorpions, Greasers, and Apache." In this mysterious and
uninviting land the semi-agricultural and wild tribes periodically attacked the immigrants and scattered settlements,
A frontier defense policy was urgent. This study attempts
to show how the federal government evolved such a policy
during 1846-1853."·
.
When the United States acquired the Mexican Cession,
various tribes, representing different stages of civilization
inhabited the region designated as the Ninth Military
Department. The peaceful or Pueblo Indians lived in permanent villages, the semi-agricultural tribes had partially
fixed habitations, and the wild tribes roamed everywhere.
The various groups of Pueblo Indians in their twenty-odd
communities, numbering between 7,000 and 10,000 souls,'
led a quiet and industrious life. Agriculture was their chief
occupation and a system of irrigation was everywhere used.
6

I

5. J. ROBS Browne, .Adventures in the Apache country: a tour through Ariz()11.(l
and Sonora with notes on the silver regions of Nevcida (New York, 1869), 11, 16, 27;
Mowry, opus cit., 176-177.
6. The defense policy was part of a general comprehensive program which
embraced the greater part of the trans·Mississippi country. In the execution of this
plan, government officers and engineers established ~i1itary posts, negotiated treatie~
with the tribes, opened milttary and commercial routes, surveyed the principal west..
ern rivers, Bank artesian. wells. and explored the greater part of the Far Wes~..
7. One group was located along the Rio Grande and its tributaries from TllOS
in the north to San Marcial in the south. The Zuni were found between the Rio
Grande and the frontier of the present state of Arizona. The MOQui lived north o~
the San Francisco mountains and the Little Colorado river. AdoljiIJI F. Bandelier,
Investigations among the Indians of the southwesteT7l United States, carried on mainly
in the years from 1880-1885 (Cambridge, Mass.• 1890-1892), pt. I, pp. 114-142; F. W.
Hodge, Handbook of Amcrican Indians north of Mexico (Washington, 1907·1910),
11, 324.

,---
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Generally, the Pueblo were tractable, easily influenced and
managed. Along the Gila and Colorado rivers and in the
northern part of the department .lived the semi-agricultural
tribes, estimatedat between 17,000 and 40,000. Of these,
the Papago, Pima, and Maricopa were peaceful and friendly
toward the whites. The Yuma, Mohave, and Navaho, however, gave considerable trouble." The Ute or Utah, Apache,
and Apache-Mohave or Yavapai, the principal nomadic
tribes, constituted the greatest danger and the chief concern
of the federal government. Estimated at between 13,000
and 31,000, these bands roamed over a vast area. In the
course of their wanderings 'across the present states of Colorado, eastern Utah, New Mexico, Arizona, and Mexico, these
. hardy warriors struck terror into the hearts of white men
and Indians alike.· They depredated stock, robbed ranches,
killed rancheros, and harrassedimmigrant trains."
During the Mexican regime, the wild Indians frequently swooped down upon the white settlements. as well
as upon the peaceful tribes of New Mexico. Thegovernment had been unable to keep them in check. In the course
of the Mexican War the United States army came directly in
contact with the Indians. When General Stephen W.
Kearny entered Santa Fe and proclaimed the authority of
the United States, representatives of the Pueblo, Navaho,
Utah; .and Apache offered submission," This peaceful
acquiescence, however, was a mere gesture. Before long
the Navaho broke out in revolt. Two expeditions under
Colonel Alexander W. Doniphan and Major -William Gilpin,
respectively, were sent against them before they were
8. H. H, Bancroft, Hist~TY of Arizona and New Mexico (San Francisco, 1889).
50; Edward S. Curtis, The North American Indian (Cambridge, Mass., 1907.1926),
4-8, 27, 31, 32; Bandelier, opus cit" pt. I, p p, 102-103, 250-258; Hodge, opus cit .. I.
919.
9. James S. Calhoun, Official Correspondence (Annie H. Abel, ed., Washington,
1915), 7; John C. Cremony, Life among the Apaches (Santa Fe, 1868), 142; Bandelier,
opus cit., pt. I, pp. 177-182; Hodge, opus cit., II, 1874>
'
•
10. Stephen W. Kearny, Letter Book, 1846-'47, pp. .'48~51, 64. Ms., Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis (hereafter cited as Kearny, Letter Book) ; Bancroft, OPUB
cit., 418.
.
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quieted." The peace treaty made at Bear Spring 12 on
November 22, 1846 was not observed by the Indians."
After concluding peace with the Navaho, Doniphan set
out on another peaceful mission. Accompanied by several
Navaho chiefs, he visited the Zufii villages and succeeded in
establishing friendly relations between _ them and the
Navaho.": Upon Doniphan's departure for Chihuahua and
the arrival of Colonel Sterling Price, a new disturbance
developed in which the Taos Indians were involved. In
January, 1847, the Mexicans and Indians of Taos valley
broke out in revolt and murdered Governor Charles Bent.
The revolt spread rapidly to the east and south, but by July
it was fairly quelled by the American troops," Many of the
ringleaders were captured, tried, and punished."
During the Mexican War there was great difficulty in
maintaining the federal troops in New Mexico adequately
supplied. The Indians committed depredations on army
trains, drove off cattle, and killed many of the drivers.
Early in 1847, Major W. H. T. Walker with a detachment of
volunteers penetrated the Navaho country as far as Canon
de Chelly, This expedition, however, proved a failure and
only served to increase the contempt of the Indians for the
American troops. The following year Colonel Edward W.
B. Newby, with a much larger force, conducted a third campaign against the troublesome Navaho, but like the former,
11. Doniphan led a force of 300 men from Santa Fe to Albuquerque and then
into the Navaho country. Gilpin with about 180 men marched from Abiquiu and
joined Doniphan at Ofo del 050 but there was ';0 fight. John T. Hughes. Doniphan'.
E.,peditwn (Cincinnati, 1848), 143-185; Martha R. Barnidge; "Missouri in the
Mexican War" (M. A. thesis, Washington University, 1923), 93-104; Kearny. Letter
Book, 67-68.
12. Sen. E.,. Docs., 35 Conz.;' 2 Sess., No.1,' pt. 1, p. 540; Hughes, opus cit.,
188-189.
13. Barriidge, opus cit., 107.
14. Ibid., 104, 192-194.
15. George F. Ruxton, Adventures in Me.,ieo and the Rocky Mountains (New
York, 1848) " 197; Lewis H. Garrard, Wah-To-Yah and the Taos Trail (Cincinnati,
1850), 131-162; Daily Missouri Republiean (St. Louis), March 30, April 1, 9, July 24,
August 2, September 22, 1847.
16. Four Mexicans and five Indians were executed at Taos. Barrridge, Optt8 cit.,
139.
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accomplished nothing but the negotiation of a treaty. This
agreement the Indians promptly disregarded and continued
their depredations on a greater scale."
In the meantime the policy of establishing military
posts in the department was inaugurated. Prior to the
Mexican War there were only fifty-six military posts in
the entire United States. The coming of the war created
an immediate necessity for stationing troops in the Indian
country. In his report of November 10, 1846, to Commissioner of Indian Affairs William Medill, Governor Bent of
New Mexico territory pointed out the necessity of establishing "stockaded forts" in the Utah and Navaho countries.
Bent recommended that one post be located.at some suitable
point on the Arkansas river for the protection of travellers
between Missouri and New Mexico. Another was to be
established in the southern part of the territory to guard
against the Apache and the Mexicans who might try to
reconquer New Mexico."
At the end of the Mexican War a definite defense policy
was inaugurated. In December, 1848, orders were issued
from the Adjutant General's Office for a careful examination of Texas, New -Mexico, Oregon, and California by competent authorities assisted by officers of the Corps of Engineers and Topographical Engineers. The examinations
were to be made with a view toward locating permanent military posts:" In the selection of sites, the officers and engilB

.

17. This treaty is not listed in Charles J. Kappler, Indian Affairs, Laws, and
Treaties (Washington, 1904). Presumably it was not ratified by the United States
senate. H. Ex. Docs., 30 Conz., 1 Sess., No. 8,p. 545; Barnidge, opus cit., 140-144:
18. These posts were distributed among the eight military departments, comprised within two divisions: 'twentv-nine posts in "the Eastern Division,-departments
5, 6, 7. 8 and twenty-seven posts in the Western DivisioD,-departments 1, 2, 3, 4.
Sen. Docs., 29 Cong., 1 Sess., No. I, pp. 220-228.
After the Mexican War there was a reorganization. According to General' Orders
Number 49, issued from the adjutant general's office, August 31, 1848, the department,
were renumbered. The Eastern Division comprised departments I, 2, 3. 4 and the
Western consisted o{ departments 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. A Third Division (Pacific) was
created to consist of Departments 10 and 11 (California and Oregon). Sen. Docs.,
29 Cong., 1 Sess., No. I, pp, 220C-220E; General Order Books, XII, 1847-1850, p. 211.
Ms., O. R. S., A. G. O.
19. Calhoun, opus cit., 8.
20. H. Ex. Doce., 30 Conx., 2 Sess., No. I, p. 161.
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neers were to be guided by the following considerations:
(1) protection to the white settlers; (2) economy and facility in supporting the troops; (3) defense of Mexican territory against Indians within the borders of the .United
States,"
The defense policy in New Mexico, as in other portions
of the Far West, was characterized by a gradual evolutionary development. The government did not establish modes
of defense on its western frontiers according to any- definite
plan. Military posts appeared at different points only when
the need was most urgent. Fort Marcy, the first military
post in the territory, was built by General Kearny to protect
the frontier settlements." At the close of the war, federal
troops were stationed in several villages of the territory.
One company of the First Dragoons was located at Taos,
a secondat Albuquerque, and a third at Socorro. Garrisons
of about twenty men were placed at Tome and Dona Ana.
At Fort Marcy were stationed one company of the Third
Artillery and a company of the Second Dragoons."
While the defense program was being inaugurated
President Polk announced his Indian policy. Despite the
bad faith shown by the New Mexican Indians, he recommended fairness and leniency. He believed that the presence
of Indian agents among the tribes, distribution of gifts, and
the maintenance of a small military force would secure the
Indians' good will and be sufficient to preserve the peace.
The president's plan was tried but it proved ineffective."
The renewed westward migration, the niggardliness of congress, and the lack of a definite and firm policy by the offi21. Sen. Ex. Docs., 32 Cong., 1 Sess., No.1. pt. I, pp. 117, 125. 243.
22. Fort Marcy was situated some 600 yards from the heart of Santa Fe. Construction was begun in the latter part of August, 1846, the work being done by
volunteers aided by Mexican masons. L. B. Prince, A Concise Historu of New
Mezico (Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 1922). 180; John S. Billings, Report on Barrack. ar.d
Hospitals with Descriptions of Militaru Posts (Washington, 1870). 257; H. Ex. Docs,,
.. 30 Oong., 1 Sess., No. 41, p, 32.
23. H. Ex. Docs .. 30 Con g., 2 Sess., No. I, p. 165.
24. ius; pp. 19·20.
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cials within the. department failed to check the Indian
menace,"
In the meantime the Apache went on the warpath. In
the winter of 1848 several scouting parties followed in pursuit but accomplished no definite results. On November 13,
Lieutenant Joseph H. Whittlesey, First Dragoons, with a
force of some fifty dragoons and six mountaineers as guides
left Taos in search of Apache reported in the vicinity of Rio
de los Animas. After a two days' march Whittlesey gave
up the chase because of a severe snowstorm." In the same
month Sergeant Charles Williams, First Dragoons, led a
detachment of forty-three men against another band. Some
sixty miles west of Taos, Williams encountered the Indians
but there was no fight. Williams held a parley with the
principal chiefs and impressed upon them the necessity for
peace and friendship with the white men." A report having reached the command at Taos that F. X. Aubry's"
wagon train, on the way from Santa Fe, had been attacked
by Apache, a third expedition left Taos in the latter part of
December. Major B. L. Beall with a detachment of fortyeight dragoons got as far as the valley of the Green Horn.
After a week's march Beall, too, was compelled to abandon
the chase because of a severe snow storm. He had found no
trace of Apache but he had met Aubry's train intact. The
rumor of the Indian attack had proved false."
In the spring of 1849 the federal government moved
several of the Indian agencies westward. The agency of the
25. Ante E. Whittaker, "The Frontier Policy of the United States in the
Mexican Ces~on, 1845-1860" (M. A. thesis. University of Texas, 1927), 157; Bancroft,
opus cit., 659, 662-663.
Ms .• Letters
26. Joseph H. Whittlesey to John Adams, November 18, 1848.
Received, Headquarters of the Army, Old Records Section, Adjutant General's Office,
Washington (hereafter cited as Ms., L. R., H. A .. O. R: S., A. G. 0.).
27. Charles Williams to L. Beall, December 4, 1848. Ms. L. R., H. A., O. R. S.,

A. G. O.
28. For Aubry's famous rides an·d subsequent career, see R. P. Bieber, "Letters
of William Carr Lane, 1852-1854," in NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW, III, 190, footnote 29; Prince, OPU8 eit., In, 193-194.
.
29.. L. Beall to John H. Dickerson, January 16, 1849. Ms., L. R., H. A., O. R.
S., A. G. O.
.
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Upper Missouri was moved to Salt Lake City and the agency
at Council Bluffs was moved to Santa Fe." James S. Calhoun was appointed Indian agent and Washington Barrow
of Tennessee and John C. Hays of San Antonio were made
sub-agents." Calhoun was directed by Commissioner of
Indian Affairs Medill to gather statistical and other information that would give an intelligent understanding of
the Indian situation in the department."
Calhoun arrived at Santa Fe on July 22. Aweek later
he wrote to Medill that the Indian presumed a great deal
upon his knowledge of a safe retreat into the mountains;
he could not be restrained until he was chastised;" As a
protection against the Navaho, Calhoun urged that military
posts be established at Tunicha, in the Canon de Chelly, at
or near Jemez,· Zulli, Laguna, and in the Pueblo country.
Upon this recommendation, forces were stationed at once
at Cebolletita and Jemez, strategic positions for defense
against the Navaho."
Meanwhile the Apache and Navaho again disturbed the
frontier and punitive expeditions were sent against them.
On May 30, 1849, Captain W. W. Chapman led a company of
III

30. Thomas Ewing to William Medill, March 29, April 11, 13, 1849, Ms., Letter
Books. Secretary of Interior, Indian Division, Department of Interior, Washington
(hereafter cited as Ms., L. B., S. 1., 1. D., D. 1.)
.
31. James S. Calhoun was an outstanding figure in the Territory of New Mexico in handling the government's Indian affairs in the early years. A southerner by
birth, he had served with distinction in the Mexican War. At first he was appointed
as United States Indian agent at Santa Fe and later promoted to the office of superintendent of Indian affairs and governor of the territory. Calhoun was thoroughly
capable, honest, and intelligent-a rare instance in the Indian service of the period.
Though occasionally maligned by his enemies, he accomplished considerable for the
frontier territory. He died in June, 1852, on the plains between Santa Fe a';d
Kansas. Calhoun, OPUB cit., Introduction, xi-xiii.
32. As Indian agent, Calhoun's salary was $1,500 per year. He was authorized
to "employ one interpreter at $300 per year and an additional interpreter at not to
exceed $200. Calhoun· was also authorized to spend an additional $300 to secure the
release of Mexicans held captive by the Indians. Ewing to Medill, March 29, April
5, 11, 13, 1849. Ms., L. B., S. 1., 1. D., D. 1.
33. Medill to Calhoun, April 7, 1849. Ms., Letter Books, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Indian Office, Department of Interior, Washington (hereafter cited as
L. B., C. 1. A., 1. 0., D. I.).
34. Calhoun, opu. cit., 17-19.
35. Ibid., 31, 35, 36, 77; H. s«. Doc •. , 31 Cong., 1 Sess., No. 17, pp. 199, 212-225.
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forty men against a band of Apache who had murdered a
number of settlers near Abiquiu. After a sharp engagement the Indians were routed with a loss of twenty warriors. The following August federal troops had two encounters with Apache and made an elaborate show of strength
against the Navaho, but with slight effect. Lieutenant
(later Major General) A. E. Burnside, Third Artillery, and
his command chastised some forty Apache in the vicinity of
Las Vegas. At the same time Brevet Major Enoch Steen,
First Dragoons, and a company of fifty men tracked a band
of Apache to the Santa Rita Copper Mines and defeated
them," It was only after an elaborate expedition against
the Navaho, led by Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel John M.
Washington, military commander and governor of New
Mexico territory, that this tribe was seemingly humbled and
sued for peace.
.
Washington's imposing army of 175 men, with its
wagons, pack-mules, artillery and thirty days' rations for
500 men left Santa Fe .on August 16, 1849 for Canon de
Chelly, the reputed stronghold of the Navaho. At 'Jemez the
command was increased to 400 men." Marching westward
the army arrived at Canon de Chelly on September 6 and
three days later Washington and Calhoun entered into a
treaty with the Navaho. Through their chiefs, Mariano
Martinez and Chapitone, the Indians agreed to deliver all
the American, Mexican and Indian captives, restore stock
and other stolen property, and surrender the murderers
of the citizens of Jemez as soon-as apprehended. The treaty
also provided for free passage through their territory and
for the establishment of military posts and agencies. The
Navaho gave up the Mexicans and a part of the stolen prop37

'36. H. Ex. DOCB., 31 Cong., 1 Sess., No.6, pt. 1; pp, 108-111; Sen. Ex. DOCB.,
31 ' Conge, 1 Sess., No. 24, pp. 16-29; E. Steen to J. H. Dickerson. September 1.
1849. Ms .• Letters Received, Chief of Topographical Engineers. Old Records Section,
Office of Chief of Engineers, Washington (hereafter cited as L. R., C. T. E., O. R. S ..

O. C. E.).
37. This consisted of one six-pounder and three mountain howitzers.
Docs., 31 Cong., 1 Sess., No. 64, pp. 60-61.
38. Ibid.. p. 71.

Sen.
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erty, agreeing to deliver the remainder at Jemez within
thirty days. The government was to distribute gifts and
fix the boundaries of the Navaho at an early date." This
treaty, like those that preceded it, was a dead letter. The
Navaho reverted to their old practices and military forces
had to be sent against them."
Meanwhile the frontier settlers demanded greater protection. A convention of New Mexican citizens at Santa Fe
on September 24, 1849 petitioned the federal government
for the permanent establishment of two regiments and the
erection of a military post in the heart of the Navaho country." On October 15 Calhoun wrote to Medill that a military post was being established south of Albuquerque and
a month later that .posts were being erected at Cebolleta "
and at Jemez. In his report of November 28, 1849, Adjutant
General R. Jones listed seven military posts in the department, occupied by 885 troops."
A month later Calhoun negotiated a treaty with the
Utah at Abiquiu similar to the one agreed upon by the
Navaho." Calhoun next proposed a plan for the maintenance of peace in the territory as a whole. He suggested that
treaties should be made with all of the tribes who should be
confined wthin specified limits; intercourse between tribes
should be limited; the Indians should be instructed and compelled to cultivate the soil; above all, the Indians should be
made to respect the power of the federal government. To
39. It was not until June 1, 1868, however, that the ·government fixed the boundaries of the Navaho. Ibid., P. 107; United States, Statutes. at Large, 1789-1863
(Boston, 1852-1867), IX, 974-975; Bureau of American Ethnology, Eighteenth An7tlVtl
Report ( Washington. 1899), pt. 2, pp. 780,·848-849.
40. J. P. Dunn, Massacres of the Mountains: A History of the Indicln Wars of
the Far West (New York, 1886), 258; T. E. Farish, History of Arizona (Phoenix,
Arizona, 1915), I, 308·309.
41. H. Ex. Docs., 31 Cong., 1 Sess., No. 17, pp. 93, 104.
42. Calhoun, opus cit., 57, 77; George A. McCall to R Jones, October 1, 1850.
Ms., L. R, H. A., O. R. S., A. G. O.
43. H. Ex. Docs., 31 Cong., 1 Sesa., No.5, pt. 1, p. 188D.
44. This treaty was signed by Quixiachigiate, the principal chief, and twentyseven subordinate Utah chieftains. It was approved by Brevet Colonel John Munroe,
civil and military governor of the terr'itorv and ratified by the senate on September
9, 1850. Kappler, opus cit., II, 585-587.

FRONTIER DEFENSE IN NEW MEXICO

259

carry out this program, Indian agencies were to be established among the tribes." In reply to Calhoun's proposals,
congress, in December, 1850, made the necessary appropriations. Indian agents were appointed, who were also to
serve as commissioners. They were instructed to collect
statistical and other information concerning the Indians of
the Southwest and to cultivate friendly relations whenever
possible." It was not, however, until July, 1851, that the
Indian agents, Richard H. Weightman" and John Greiner,
arrived."
Despite Calhoun's honest and persistent efforts, conditions in the department did not improve. The Apache again
became troublesome. -On February 5, 1850, Brevet Major
Steen, 'commanding at Dona Ana, wrote to Lieutenant L.
McLaws, acting assistant adjutant general at Santa Fe,
that the Apache in broad daylight and within a mile of the
garrison, drove off cattle and captured Mexican citizens.
They also continued the practice of seizing Mexicans," and
Indians of other tribes and holding them for ransom." To
check these practices, Steen led several unsuccessful' expeditions against these lawless bands. The physical conditions of the country were against him. Often the trails led
into impassable canons or sandy deserts and he was forced
to give up the chase,"
In the early part of Mayan express party from the
United States had been cut off by Indians about forty miles
east of Las Vegas, and the entire party of eleven men was
45.

H. Ex. Docs., 31 Cong., 1 Sess., No. 17, pp. 223-224.
46. ts«, 31 Con s., 2 Sess., No. I, pt. I, pp. 28. 29, 42.
47. Like Calhoun, Richard Hanson Weightman was a prominent figure in the
affairs of New Mexico during the fifties. For an account of his career, see R. .E.
Twitchell, Leading Facts of New Mexican History (Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 1912), II,
304-305.
'
48. Sen. Ex. Doee., 32 Cong., 1 Sess., No. I, pt. 3, p. 461.
49. The Indian appears to' have been the natural enemy of the Mexican for he
killed him whenever he found him and frequently for no plausible reason. Mexicans
had such dread of Indians that they rarely met them in open 'combat and generally
fled at the first indication of their presence. Ibid., 81 Oonz., 2 Sess., No. I, pt. 2, p,
328.
50. H. Ex. Doce., 31 Conz., 2 Sess., No. I, pt. 2, PP. 68-70, 137.
51. Sen. Ex. Docs., 31 Cong., 2 Sess., No. I, pt. 2, PP. 68-74.
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massacred." Army officers stationed at various points in
the department reported depredations by the Navaho in the
vicinity of Cebolleta and on the Puerco." At the same time
the terrftorialIegislature complained that the Indians were
again robbing, killing, and carrying off inhabitants into
captivity. Plundering was carried on chiefly by Apache
and Navaho in close proximity to the military posts. Within eighteen months, the property loss, mainly in sheep,
mules, cattle, and horses, was estimated at $114,500."
To obtain greater security, suggestions appeared from
various quarters. Hugh N. Smith, the New Mexican delegate to congress, recommended the appointment of Indian
agents to the Comanche, southern Apache, Navaho, Utah,
and northern Apache:" The Pueblo, too, needed agents to
advise them in the settlement of their land claims. These
agents were to be aided by a strong military force. Smith
was of the opinion that the Indians considered the United
States governmentweak,-a belief resulting from long
delays and failures to check depredations....
Superintendent of Indian Affairs D. D. Mitchell suggested that a treaty be made with all the tribes west of the
Missouri to the northern line of Texas, embracing the Indians of the mountains and including those of New Mexico.
He recommended that a council be held at Fort Laramie
where a sufficient military force could be displayed and thus
inspire the Indians with awe and respect. His plan provided for the establishment of definite boundaries, each
tribe being held responsible for depredations committed in
52. Me Call. 01JUS cit.• 493-494.
53. John Buford to L. McLaws. June 10. 25. 1850. W. H. Gordon to McLaws,
May 27, 1850. Ms., L. R.. H. A .. O. R. S .• A. G. O.
54. The amount of property stolen by the Apache was incalculable. According
to the returns of the United States marshalls there were stolen in New Mexico alone,
between August 1, 1846. and October 1, 1850, no less than 12,887 mules. 7,050 horses,
31.581 horned cattle, and 453,293 head of sheep. Sen. E",. Doce., 35 Cong., 2 Sess.,
No.1, pt. 1, p. 558; McCall. opus eit., 526-527; David Y. Thomas, "The History of
Military Government in Newly Acquired Territory of the United States." in Columbia
University. Studies in History, Economics, and Public Law, XX, No.2, PP. 150-151.
55. Orlando Brown to Calhoun, April 24, 1850. Ms., L. B., C. I. A .• 1. 0., D. I.
56. H. E",. Doc•. , 31 Conz., 2 Sesa., No.1, pt. 1, pp. 142-143.
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its territory. To compensate them for the loss of buffalo,
timber, and grass, the Indians were to be paid $40,000 annually in Indian goods. Mitchell also suggested that representatives of the different tribes be invited to visit Washington:' Secretary of War Charles M. Conrad also advocated a peace policy. He suggested that the federal government should adopt some system whereby the Indian would
be induced to abandon his wandering life and settle down
in villages, engaging in agricultural pursuits."
Commissioner of Indian Affairs Orlando Brown suggested a display of force. He believed that the New Mexico
Indians could be adequately controlled only through fear.
To accomplish this end, he, like Mitchell, proposed that large
delegations of Indians be assembled at some point in the
presence of a considerable military force. A similar effect,
Brown, believed, might be achieved by bringing representatives of the principal tribes to some of the larger cities."
Captain A. W. Bowman, Third Infantry, stationed at
EI Paso, believed that the only way to control the Indians
was to establish military posts in their own country. He
recommended, therefore, that one post be established at the
Santa Rita Copper Mines and another in the Sacramento
Mountains, some 200 miles northeast of EI Paso. The
troops at these prospective posts co-operating with the garrisons at Dona Ana and EI Paso, Bowman believed would
be sufficient' to check the 2,000 or more Apache warriors
who threatened this area." To keep the Navaho and Utah
in check, Assistant Quartermaster Thomas L. Brent recom. mended that one post be located between the Pecos and the
Rio Grande, a second between the Rio Grande and the Colorado of the West, and a third on the Gila River," Adjutant
General Roger Jones also advocated the establishment of
posts in the heart of the Indian country, with sufficiently

l

67.
68.
69.
60.
61.

Sen. Ex. Docs., 31 Cong,; 1 Sess., No. 70, pp. 4-6.
H. Ex. Doce., 31 Con s., 2 Sess., No. I, pt. 2, p. 6.
Brown to Calhoun, April 24, 1860. Ms., L. B., C. 1. A., 1. 0., D. J.
H. Ex. Docs;, 31 Cong., 2 Sess., No. I, pt. 2, pp, 296-296.
Ibid., pp. 293-296.
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large garrisons to pursue and punish troublesome and dangerous Indians."
.
In response to these recommendations, several reconnaissances for military posts followed. In the spring of
1850 Captain Henry B. Judd, Third Artillery, made an ex. amination along· the Pecos. With Light Company C,
equipped as cavalry, and a train of five wagons Judd travelled about 200 miles from Las Vegas to the southern extremity of the Bosque Grande. Judd considered the Bosque
Redondo and Bosque Grande particularly suitable for
mounted garrisons." A military post along the Pecos, however, was not selected until the time of the Civil War," In
March Major Steen reported to Lieutenant McLaws that he
had made an examination of the Santa Rita Copper Mine
country and found it suitable for the location of a military
post." The following month Captain W. N. Grierexamined
the New Mexican frontier. and found that the line to be
defended passed through Abiquiu, the Rio Colorado,
Rayada, La Junta, Las Vegas, and San Miguel,-a broken
and mountainous country. Grier reported to McLaws if
the settlements within this line were to be adequately protected and the two roads leading to the United States were
to be kept open, additional military posts would be necessary."
.
Inspector General George A. McCall made a tour of
inspection" of the military posts of the department. In his
62.

Roger Jones to George Deaa, June 5, 1850.

Ms., L. R., C. T. E., O. R. S.,

O. C. E.
63. Henry B. Judd to L. McLaws, March 30, 1850. Ms., L. R., H. A.. O. R. S.,
A. G. 0.; See also Bender, loco cit., IX, 12-14.
64. Cremony, opus cit., 199-200.
65. E. Steen to L. McLaws, March 26, 1850. Ms., L. R., H. A., O. R. S.,
A. G. O.
·66. W. N. Grier to L. McLaws, June 6, 1850~ Ms., L. R., H. A., O. R. S.,
A. G. O.
67. McCall arrived in Santa Fe on March 11, 1850. His instructions directed him
to make a tour of the department. In addition to the regular inspection of the
troops, military posts, and staff departments, he was to gather information about the
character of the country and its inhabitants. McCall's inspection, extending from
August 29 through October, included the posts at Abiquiu, Taos, Rayada, and Las
Vegas in the north and Albuquerque, Cebolleta, Socorro, Dona Ana, El Paso, and San
Elizario in the south. McCall, opu« cit., 490, 495-525.
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report to Adjutant General Jones, December 24, 1850,
McCall maintained that the only effective way to distribute
troops in New Mexico was to post them in the heart of the
Indian country; forces should be of sufficient strength to
overawe the Indians. McCall, accordingly, recommended
the establishment of (three such military posts: one was to
be located in the Navaho country near Canon de Chelly; a
second in the Apache country, somewhere on the eastern
slope of the Sacramento Mountains; a third on the Gila or
near the old Santa Rita Copper Mine. These posts were to
be strongly garrisoned with forces ranging from 350 to 500
men, each." At the close of 1850 troops were stationed at
eleven different points in the department. Mounted forces
were reported at Las Vegas, Santa Fe, Albuquerque, Dona
Ana," Socorro, Rayada," and Abiquiu, in addition to the
infantry at these places and at Taos, San Elizario, and El
Paso." In November, the post at the mouth of the Gila was
temporarily established which later became the famous
Fort Yuma,"
In the meantime Colonel Edwin V. Sumner assumed
command .of the Ninth Military Department," having
marched from Fort Leavenworth with a considerable force.
68. George A. McCall to Roger Jones, Dec. 24, 1850. Ms .• L. R., H. A., O. R. S ...
O.
69. Dona Ana was an, important position for a dragoon force. It had been a
favorite crossing for the Apache while making incursions into Mexico. McCall to
Jones, October 10, 1850. Ms., L. R., H. A., O. R. S., A. G. O.
70. As a site for a military post, Ravada possessed many advantages. About
forty miles east of Taos, it was close to the border of the great plains, was \V,,11
screened from observation, and commanded an excellent view from its rear, It was
near the range of the Comanche and also within striking distance of the wintering
places of the Apache on the Canadian and of the prairie tribes of the headwaters
of the Arkansas. McCall to Jones, September 16, 1850. Ms., L. R., H. A., O. R. S.,
A. G. O.
71. McCall did not believe that a strong garrison should be maintained at EI
Paso. Its importance as a principal crossing ,place on the route to and from Chihuahua was already supplanted by the lower. road' crossing at San Elizario. some
twenty miles below, The . lower road was 'pref~rred as it avoided the "sand hills:'
H. E.,. Docs., 31 Cong., 2 Sess., No.1, pt. 2, p, 110; McCall to Jones, October 12,
1850. Ms., L. R., H. A., O. R. S., A. G. O.
72. For the history of this post see Bender, loco cit., IX, 15, footnote 42.
73. Sumner assumed command on July 19, 1851. For a brief account of his
career see William Hutchinson, "Sketches of Pioneer Kansas Experience," in Kansaa
State Historical Society, Transactions, VII, 393; Thian, OpUB eit., 50.
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Under his direction government farms" were cultivated by
the troops but with little success. In addition to agricultural implements, Sumner brought fine horses and cattle.
His instructions directed him to select new sites for military
posts, to co-operate with the superintendent of Indian affairs of the territory, to punish the Indians, and to reduce
expenditures."
While Sumner proceeded to carry out his manifold instructions Quartermaster General Thomas S. J esup and
Secretary of War Conrad exchanged views as to the most
effective distribution of troops on the western frontiers.
Jesup believed that large bodies of troops should be
stationed in a few strong garrisons and thus create an impression of military power." Conrad was of the opinion
that the Indians were best overawed by a constant display
of military force in their own immediate neighborhood. He
maintained that troops should be located as near the frontiers as possible." Jesup and Conrad agreed that the troops
should be removed from their locations in the small villages.
On the whole, Conrad's views prevailed. To test his
plan, Quartermaster Thomas Swords was sent to New Mexico in May, 1851, to make a survey and suggest necessary
changes. Swords made a thorough examination of all the
towns where troops were located. He found many unfavorable conditions such as high rents, shortage of water, grass,
timber, and an unhealthy condition of the soldiers' morals."
Upon Swords's order the troops were moved from the villages to the frontier. Three new military posts-Forts
74. By General Orders Number I, issued from the adjutant general's office, on
January 8, 1851, a novel plan was tried in the United States army. To promote tbe
health of the troops and to reduce the expense of subsistence, a system of kitchen
gardens was instituted in the permanent posts and stations. The work was to be
done by the soldiers. A program of more extended field cultivation, embracing the
cultivation of grain for bread and forage and long forage was also contemplated for
the frontier posts. This ambitious scheme was tried, proved a failure, and was ultimatedly abolished. General Orders, Number I, January 8, 1851. Ms., General Order
Books, XlII, O. R. S., A. G. 0.; H. E.,. Docs., 82 Conz., 2 Sess., No. I, pt. 2, p. 85.
75. Twitchell, opus cit., 11, 285.
76. Sen. E.,. Docs., 82 Cong., 1 Sess., No. I, pt. I, p, 225.
77. Ibid., p, 106. .
.
78. Ibid.., pp. 235-239.
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Conrad," Fillmore," and Union ·':.-thus came into existence.
In addition to the distribution of troops at the various posts,
Sumner sent out Brevet Major James H. Carleton with a
company of dragoons to scour the plains between Fort
Union and the Arkansas River."
The federal government had, ordered the establishment
of military posts, the formulation of treaties, and the appointment of Indian agents. None of these solved the
Indian difficulties. In' February of 1851 congress extended
over the New Mexico territory all the existing laws of trade
and intercourse with the Indians, at the same time providing for the appointment of four Indian agents at an annual
salary of $1,500 each." Calhoun was the first governor
under the regular territorial government," As the limits of
authority of the civil and military officials were not clearly
defined, his position was rather trying. Colonel Sumner
disagreed with him about the method of defense." Sumner
and the inhabitants' also clashed."
This lack of harmony emboldened the Indians to rene~
their depredations. On March 18, 1851, Calhoun issued a
79. Fort Conrad, situated' at Valverde, occupied an elevated position of more
than 4,000 feet above sea level. In 1853 the post was moved a few miles to the south
and renamed Fort Craig. lbid., P: 203; John Garland to L. Thomas, October' 29,
1853. Ms., Letters Received, Adjutant General, Old, Files Section, Executive Division.
Adjutant General's Office, Washington (hereafter cited as L. R., A. G., O. F. S.,
E. D., A. G. 0.).
80. Fort Fillmore was located' on the east side of the Rio Grande about forty
miles north of El Paso. H. Ex. Doce., 32 Cong., 2 Sess., No.1, pt. 2, p. 58.
B!. Fort Union, situated' about 100 miles northeast of Santa Fe, was to serve
as a check upon the northern Apache and Utah. Sen. Ex. Doce., 36 Cong.• 1 Sess.,
No. 52, pp. 221-222; Billings, opus cit., 260.
82. Calhoun, opus cit., 417.
83. From 1851 to the eve of the Civil War a long list of Indian agents appeared
in the 'territory. H. Ex. Docs.• 32 Cong., 1 Sess., No.2, pt. 3, p. 446; Twitchell, opus
cit., II, 299, footnote 223.
84. Calhoun was inaugurated on March 3, 1851. Ms., Territorial Papers, listed'
in D. W. Parker, Calendar of Papers in Washington Archives Relating to Territories
of the United States to 1879 (Washington, 1911), Number 5304, Bureau of Rolls and
Library. Archives Division, Department of State, Washington (hereafter cited as
Ms. T. P., Parker, Number B. R. L., A. D., D. S.). The Territorial Papers used' were
typewritten, collated copies.
85. Prince, opus cit., 192.
86. See p~. 269 infra.
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proclamation authorizing the raising of a volunteer corps
for the protection of the citizens of the territory against
incursions of hostile Indians. He also authorized the Pueblo
Indians to attack any tribe of Navaho that might approach
their towns:' To President Fillmore, Calhoun wrote, "Until
the Apache and Navaho are completely subdued we can have
neither quiet nor prosperity in this territory." B8 In October,
Indian agent John Greiner 8. reported that a large band of
Kiowa and Arapaho had made several attacks on a peaceful
Utah village, about thirty miles from Taos, had driven off
all their stock, and had captured number of women and
children. The Utah were forced to retreat to Ojo Caliente
where they were uniting their forces for a retaliatory
attack." The Navaho, continu~ their depredations. The
wild tribes of the territory continued their incursions into
Mexico, attacking settlements in Sonora." Four new militaryposts appeared in 1852. As a bulwark against the
Navaho, Fort Defiance and Cantonment Burgwin" were

a

d,'
A

9'J

87. Calhoun's proclamations, March 18, 19, 1851. Ms. T. P., Parker, Numbers
5307, 5308, B. R. L., A. D., D. S.
88. Calhoun to Fillmore, March 29, 1851. Ms., Letters Received, Secretary of
War, Old Records Section, Adjutant General's Office, Washington (hereafter cited
as Ms., L. R., S. W., O. R. S., A. G. 0.).
89. Like Calhoun, Greiner was a capable and honest official who was held in
high esteem by both Americans and Indians. Between July, 1851 and May, 1853, he
served in the capacity of Indian agent, acting superintendent of Indian affairs, and
secretary of the territory. Bieber, loco eit., III, 189, footnote 25.
90. John Greiner to Calhoun, October 20, 1851. Ms. T. P., Parker, Number
5324, Bureau of Index and Archives, Miscellaneous, A. D., D. S. (hereafter Bureau of
Index and Archives, Misc'ellaneous cited as B.' I. A., Misc.)
91. Conrad to E. A. Hitchcock, October 30, 1851. Ms., L. B., S. W., O. R. S.,
A. G. O.
92. Fort Defiance, some 190 miles ~est of Albuquerque was very strategically
located, being at the mouth of Canon Bonito, a favorite resort of the Navaho, and
near fertile valleys and good water. .On the eve of the Civil War it was considered
the most isolated post of the frontier. Sen EO'. Does., 34 Conz., 1 Sess., No. 96, pp.
424-426; "Remtniscences of Fort Defiance," in Military ·Service Institut-ions of the
United States, IV, 90-91.
93. Cantonment Burgwin was named in honor of Captain Henry John K. Burgwin who had been mortally wounded at Taos on February 4, 1847. The post was
situated in a beautiful but rough and mountainous country. about nine miles from
Taos. H. EO'., Docs., 32 Cong., 2 Seas., No. I, pt. 2, p, 60; L. 8. Lane, I Mo.med a
Soldier (Philadelphia, 1893), 46-47.
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built in the Navalio country. Fort Webster " was established in the Santa Rita Copper Mine district; Fort Massachusetts," the most northerly post in the territory, was
built as a protection against the Utah and Apache.
Throughout 1852 the civil and military authorities in
the department were formulating treaties and planning
military programs in attempts to keep the Indians in check.
In the winter of 1851-1852, Sumner and Calhoun met a
large party of Navaho warriors and several principal chieftains at Jemez and proposed another treaty. Sumner told
them plainly that unless they would cease their depredations
the troops at Fort Defiance would prevent a single blade' of
grain from being raised. Many of the assembled Indians
at first refused to consider the proposition of a treaty but
finally, after an exciting council among themselves, agreed
to sign and make binding the treaty previously concluded
with Colonel Washington. The chieftains promised that the
young braves would remain quiet in the future and that they
would' surrender all their Mexican prisoners. They gave
hostages as a pledge of keeping the faith," a pledge which
was readily broken.
This treaty was accompanied by a display of energy,
by both the military and civil authorities of the department.
On February 3, Sumner wrote to Adjutant General Jones
that he had ordered a concentration of troops at Fort Conrad and had directed Major Howe to move immediately into
the Apache country with three companies of cavalry and one
of infantry." A week later Calhoun wrote to Sumner re94. Fort Webster was situated about eight miles east-northeast of, the Santa
Rita Copper Mines, in the northeastern part of Grant county. The post does not
seem to have had the desired effect upon the Indians. It was abandoned in December.
1853" and the troops removed to Fort Thorn. H., E», Doc•. , 32 Cong., 2 Sess., No.1.
pt. 1, p. 80. John Garland to S. Cooper, October 29. 1853. Ms., L. R., A. G., O. F.
S., E. D., A. G. O.
95 Fort Massachusetts was -Iocated in a sheltered valley on Utah Creek, about
eighty-five miles north of Taos. H. E», Doce., 32 Cong., 2 Sess., No.1, pt. 2, p, 60.
96. Scn.Eo;. Doc•. , 35 Con g., 2 Sess., No.1, pt. 1, p. 541; Calhoun, opus, cit ••
434.
97. E. V. Sumner to R. Jones, February 3, 1852. Ms., T. P., Parker, Number,
5345, B. 1. A., Misc., A. D., D. S.

questing:' 500 stands' of arms for the' purpose of holding in
check: and chastising" the Ap'ache' By an immediate expediWin into' their' country with the militia of the territory.
This request was refused." In the same' month Calhoun also
wrote to' Commissioner of Indian Affairs Luke Lea that he
had' sent S. M. Baird and Charles. Overman, special agents
for' the Na~ho and Apache, to Je:r.u.ez' and Socorro, respectively, tokeep an eye on those Indian' bands." When the
Gila Apache' were committing depredations' at San Antonio,
between Valverde and Socorro, Sumner ordered a movement
of troopsther« and issued ail order for 100' stands Of arms
with ammunition f6:f the use Of the' inhabitants in that district, However, as Lieutenant-Colonel HoraceBrooks, commander' at Santa Fe, was short of carbines and cartridges,
the arms and ammunition were not issued.")"
Calhoun felt very much discouraged. In the latter part
of February he wrote to Secretary of State Webster about
the Indian dangers and about the inadequacy of the military
protection. He pointed out that the federal troop's' in the
territorY were practically useless. Because of the feeble and
half starved condition of their horses, the mounted men
were unable to perform their' duty'. Infantry was of no
value, The Indians were' becoming bolder arid bolder. The
Apache had attacked federaltroops and had forced them to
retreat. Oil the [omcda between Fort Conrad and Fort
Fillmore, parties were being ventirely cut off. The San
Elizario-Sarita Fe and San Antonio mail had been attacked
despite the presence Of military escort. A train of wagons
loaded with government freight from Fort Fillmore to the
Copper Mines had also been destroyed, the teamsters alone
escaping', Calhoun enclosed a petition from the Citizens
of Socorro county signed by Rafael B. Garcia and 142
98. Calhmiri to E. V. s'umiier, February n, 1852'. Ms" T. P., Parker, Number
5342, B, I. A., Misc" A. D" b. s.
99. Calhoun to Luke Lea', February 29, 1852. Ms, L. R., C. I. A., I. 0., D. I.,
100. Sumner to Calhoun, March 21, 1852, D. V. Whiting to Sumner and H.
Broolhi, March 27, 1852,' Caihoun to Sumner, March 28, 1852, Ms., T. P., Parker,
Numbers 5348, 5349, 5350, 5353, B. I. A., Mise" A. D., D. S.

...
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others, requesting greater protection." Suffering from illhealth and .despairing 19f .:bringi,ngabou:t Iaw andorder An
the lterritory, .Calhoun.von 'M;,ty ,6, 1:8.52 JeJt for the states.
'Sumner again made a temporary display of energy.:"
He .established .a strong military force in-Santa Fe, formed
a large camp at Albuquerque;" .and negotiated ,a treaty-with
the Apache." .Conditions, however, did not .improve. On
June 23, Douglaspresentedto the .senate ,a, memonial fro,lp
the citizens .of 'New 'Mexico Territory, pleading {or .more
adequate .protection.:" In .response, Secretaryof War CO}1rad .promised that a detachment .of .mounted jtroops, ,n.e.l);r.1y
100 strong, would .leave Furt Leavenworth Jor <S~pt;;t :,:F;e
about the middle of August.?' . But the .pnomise ,0J,~ mere
100 additionalmen .meant .little. A rnuch larg~;r~9r5;~'»l@'S
needed. In Nov.ember C. H.Merritt, .marshall :ill ;New :Me~
ico Territory, wrote .toSecretary .of .State ,S~w.ar.d:tll@..t Indian outrages and .depredationscontinued .and JJJ.ahtl:l~rmiJi~
tary establishment .was .entirely inadequate to cope witt ,t.he
situation. He .suggested .thatpremission .be gnanted to Jillci.se
1,000 mounted niflemenr"
The New Mexico press championed .the .cause ,.0.£ ·frontier .defense.It took .Sumner to .task for .his ·.pe~Ge policy
and lack of military energy. The Santa Fe We.ekly ,g~z~tte
1.01. Calhoun to .Daniel Webster, .February 29, 1852. Ms., T. P. P.,!,lj:e~, Numbers
5340, 5341, R r, A., Misc., A. D., D. S.
102. Upon Calhoun's departure, John Greiner was placed in charge ,of. c~v.~I.:and
Indian affairs, .the position he held until the .arrival.of ..G overnor Lane. When Sumner
evinced ~ desire to' take over· the 'governo;shi~. Secretary of War Conrad· ,~~wrned
him .against supplanting .civi'l by military authority: He ordered .Sumner to .refratn
from all interference in civil affairs. Conrad to .Sumner, December 23, Ul52: "Ms.,
L. R, s. .w., o. R. S., .A. G. O.':
103. Sumner to Webster, May .8, 1852. Ms., T. P., Parker, Number ·5359,.R 1.
A., Misc., A. D., D. S.
'
104. On July 1, Sumner and Greiner met a half dozen Apache chiefs at Santa
Fe and concluded a treaty. The· usual promises .w~re· made 'by both parties to· the
agreement. This treaty was ratified by the senate on March 23, 1853. United States,
Statutes at Large, X, '107-109.
105. Senate Journal, 32 Cone., 1 Sess., 485.
106. Conrad to Webster, July 30, 1852.
Ms., T. P. Parker, Number 5370,
B. I. A., Misc., A. D., D. S.
107. C. H. Merritt to W. H. Seward, November 30, 1852. Ms., T. P., .Parker,
·Number 5375, Senate Files, A. D.,D. S .
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maintained that Sumner did not overawe the Indians. Peace
. had been bought rather than conquered. The wild tribes
feigned friendship only when congress appropriated money
with which to buy them presents. It was not Colonel Sumner
but the "red cloths and calico shirts" that had cowed the
Indians. Sumner retaliated. In a letter in the Santa. Fe
Weekly Gazette, March 5, 1853,he characterized the mass
of the New Mexican population as "thoroughly debased and
totally incapable of self-government." He went so far as to
advocate the removal of the military posts, permitting the
civil population to take care of its own defense." Great
resentment followed, resulting in Sumner's removal."
Despite reports of Indian depredations and the con. tinual clamor for greater military protection, Secretary of
War Conrad in his report to the president, December 4,
1852, maintained that Indian depredations in New Mexico
Territory had been stopped. The Navaho and Apache, he
.stated, had been completely overawed and manifested a
desire to beat peace with the whites." Conrad's sanguine
report was not borne out by the existing. 'conditions on the
New Mexican frontier.
William Carr Lane," who had succeeded Calhoun as
governor and superintendent of Indian affairs for New
Mexico Territory, had a theory of his own for solving the
Indian problem. Being an advocate of peace, he believed
that the most economical and effective way of keeping the
Indians quiet was to feed and not to fight them. Accordingly, he made provisional treaties with some of the north- .
east and southwest Apache bands, agreeing to furnish food
for five years and other aid to all that would work. Without
waiting for approval of these treaties, Lane spent between
$20,000 and $40,000 in the execution of his experiment."
Santa Fe Weekly Gazette, February 26, March 6, 1863.
See footnote 116.
110. H. Ex; Docs., 32 Cong., 2 Sees., No. I, pt. 2, p, 3; Calhoun, opus cit., 290.
111. For a brief account of Lane's career, see Bieber, loco cit., III, 180-182, 197201; Twitchell, opus eit., II, 293, footnote 218.
112~ Sen. Ex. Does., 33 Oong., 1 Sess., No. I, pt. I, p. 432; Santa Fe Weekly
Gazette, December 31, 1863.
108.
109.
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A considerable number ofnorthern Apache were induced to
settle on a farm at Abiquiu and a like experiment was tried
at Fort Webster. In the summer of 1853 about 1,000
Indians were being fed on these farms and about 100 acres
were under cultivation. The experiment proved a failure.
When the distribution of rations was suspended, the Apache
became bolder than ever.ll3 Lane's policy proved unpopular
and he was ultimately removed.
Meanwhile E. A. Graves of Louisville, Kentucky, and
H. L. Dodge were appointed Indian agents. Dodge, who
was to be the agent for the Navaho, was an excellent choice
as he was well acquainted with Indian life and was able to
exercise considerable influence over them. For a brief
period depredations lessened but did not entirely cease?"
On June 1, Sumner reported to the adjutant general that
the Navaho were again committing depredations." -Shortly
afterwards Sumner commenced operations for a formidable
campaign and had his plans well advanced when he was
relieved from command by Brevet Brigadier General John
Garland." Lane was also succeeded at this time by David
Meriwether .'17
The half dozen years following the close of the Mexican
War were characterized by constant Indian warfare on the
New Mexican frontier. The wild tribes proved a source of
constant terror and annoyance, Separating into small and
predatory bands, the doughty warriors overran the country.
They devastated farms, destroyed crops, drove off herds of
cattle, murdered the inhabitants or carried them off into
captivity. The federal government's policy of frontier
Sen. E",. ooe«, 33 Conz., 2 Sess., No.1, pt. 1, p. 374.
E. A. Graves to R. McClelland, May 29, 1853. Ms., Miscellaneous Letters,
I. D., D. J.
115. Sumner to S. Cooper, June 1, 1853. Ms., L. R.,' C. J. A., J. 0., D. J.
116. On June 1, 1853, Lieutenant Colonel Dixon S. Miles, Third Infantry, was
assigned to the command of the Ninth Military Department.
Two days later
Sumner again headed the department. On July 1 Miles took OVer the command '3.
second time and held it until July 20, when he was succeeded by Brevet Brigadier
General John Garland. 'I'hian, OpU8 cit., 50.
117. For the previous career of Meriwether, see Twitchell, opus cit., II. 296-297;
Sen. E",. Docs., 35 Conz., 2 Ses s, , No. I, pt. I, p. 541.'
113.
114.
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defense had proved inadequate. Its Indian agents, treaties,
military posts, and occasional punitive expeditions secured
neither awe and respect for the white man's government nor
peace for the inhabitants of the territory. Despite vast
expenditures of money," the federal government's New
Mexico defense policy to 1853 had been but partially successful. The solution of the Indian problem was to come
later.
118. Between 1848 and 1853 the federal government had spent $12,000,000 in the
·Ninth Military Department for defense. in addition to expenditures for civil service.
.Sen. Ex. Do·c8., 33 Cong., 1 Sess., N~. 1, -pt, 1, n, 437.
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CHAPTER

VI

SIDE LIGHTS ,ON ARMY LIFE

Irishman is a born fighter, whether it be with a
T shillelah
in hand on his native heath or with a carbine
HE

on the mountain. trails of Arizona. But, in creating the
wild Irishman, the good Lord tempered his sturdier qualities with the saving grace of humor. When the round of
duties at a dreary, sweltering army post became deadly in
its monotony; or when, on a campaign, men were driving.
themselves day after day to the Iimit of'physical endurance,
.often it was a .dash of humor that .brought the needed relief
to taut nerves. It might take the form of 'swapping yarns
around a camp fire, orin an amusing incident on the trail,
or in the staging of an amateur theatrical.
Diversion of .a differentkind, also, was .found bymany
of the officers who became interested in the country itself,
and in the .new forms of -life which came .under their observation.We Iearn, for example, from Bourke that General
Crook was an excellent shot and that he enjoyed not only
hunting wild game but also securing rarespecimens .of humming birds. Or again Bourke writes:
My old friend Capt. Charles Bendire who served with
me' at Camp Lowell, Ariz., near Tucson in 1871 was then,
as he is now, intensely interested in ornithology and its subdivisions of ovology and nidology. His collection of eggs
and nests, now on deposit in the Smithsonian,cannotbe
surpassed. He wears a very rare ornament attached to his
watch-chain, a fossilized tortoise-egg.
Bourke himself, .from his first arrival in the Southwest,
wanted to know and understand the peoples whom he found
here. He went about it by observing and interviewing,
with' the result that the diary recordsof his army service
1

1.

Bourke notebooks, under date of June 11, 1888.
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are, thickly interspersed with ethnological. data such as
Apache vocabularies, descriptions of customs and ceremonies' and prehistoric ruins, often with illustrative
sketches. Many pages are filled with the questioning of
some informant as to clan relations or tribal lore: :
At the same time there is abundant evidence ill
Bourke's notebooks which shows that the tedium of army
life was not relieved only by serious study. He could tell
a good' stcry-s-and he liked to hear others reminisce;' and.
some' of the' anecdotes which he jotted down rival Bret
Harte at his best.
July 29 (1880) ... Tom Ewing,' an inveterate' story-teller,
kept our party in a roar with his inimitable jokes and tales;
we became so hilarious that the other passengers eagerly
listened to the cause of our amusement. I can't venture to
.repeat :many of his anecdotes, 'so much depends upon the,
inimitable grace and mimicry with which he delivered them; ,
but TIl try two or three, sorry however that as here written
they are scarcely the shadow of the stories as he told them.
Judge "Charlie" Meyers of Tucson was, as I have elsewhere stated; a terror to evil-doers and an upright, consci'entious·admlnistrator of Justice, altho he knew scarcely
any law.: Being afraid that some of his victims might
attempt tobelabor or even to assassinate him, Judge Meyers
avoided going out of his house or opening the door at night.
He had a 'hole cut in the front door and a small shutter
, placed there which he could open to find out the character
of people coming,' as they sometimes did, to get drugs from
" his dispensary.
'
"
One night a terrible knocking aroused the old man from
his slumbers. He went to the door, raised the little shutter,
and demanded to know who was there.
'
.,
"Me-s-Jedge." "And who are you, mimi frent?" "Jedge,
I want to give myself up, I've just killed a man." "Vat you
see:-e he ca-a'lled me a .
kill him for?" "Wa'll, Jedge-yer
:.
"

2. Bourke himself made extensive, use of this ethnological material. as will be
apparent by a glance at his bibliography. See N. Me",. Hist; tu«: 'vol. VIII. 13-16:
3. Heitman, Historical Register, giving the Civil War record of "Th~mas Ewing,
Jr.," states that he resigned from the army February 23, 1866. Apparently he came
west to Idaho; and late, ~ourke knew him in Arizona. At the time of this record,
Bourke was with General Crook and other officers going by train from Omaha 'to
Cheyenne.
'
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liar en I';""" "Vare did you keel him?" "Down in George
Foster's Quartz Rock Gambling Saloon" (this was a notorious deadfall.) "Vary goot, mine frent, dot's all right," said
the Judge soothingly, "dot's all right-go back unt keel
unudder von"-and then he turned in to bed....
Ewing had a particular friend in Silver City, Idaho (in
1866)-Ike Jennings-who took it into his head that he
ought to get married and selected a great big bouncing Missourigirl as the partner of his future joys and sorrows.
Jennings consulted Ewing about the details of the wedding,
which he desired should be a high-toned affair, with nothing'
wanting.
Silver City at that date was a wild mining town In the
wildest part of Idaho territory; built on both sides of a
steep, narrow gulch with houses offering to their inmates
the advantage of being able to look down their neighbors'
chimneys and see what they had for supper. From the door
of Jennings' house which was situated upon the crest of 'the
steepest part of the hill, access was had to the street 120,
vertical feet below by a steep grade and by a series of steps
almost as steep, both coated with ice as slippery as glass,
from water carelessly thrown from the building.
The concourse of invited guests had much difficulty
in climbing up this slippery path, but once inside the house
were made welcome to a pretty fair collation, provided by
the liberality of Tom Ewing from whom Jennings had borrowed the money to defray all expenses.
-' . (
As Tom officiated as a sort of master of ceremonies, - rhe had arrayed his friend Jennings in a suit of black, decked
out with a pair of yellow kid gloves in which his huge paws
looked like a couple of canvas-covered hams. The ceremony
was soon over and the twain made one. . Drinking succeeded, poor whiskey, bad rum, and a kind of chemical
preparation styled champagne circulated freely and began
to make their effects perceptible.
Ewing, afraid of his company, had gotten himself up
for an emergency. Around his waist was strapped a sixshooter and along his back, under his coat, a pick-axe handle, the tip projecting slightly above his collar, to admit of
being grasped at a moment's warning.
Dancing commenced to the music of two squeaky fiddles and by the fitful glare of tallow-candles stuck to the
walls. Some of the. boys were already beginning to get a
"little bit high." , As Fate would have it, Dick Tregaski's
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"girl" gave him "the dead shake" and bestowed her fair
hand for a dance which he had anticipated upon a Southerner named Welker-a man of fine education-since a
Professor in the University of California. This was too
much for Tregaski : running up to Tom Ewing, he asked
excitedly,-"Tom, hev yer enny weepins, bee G-d? Thar's
my gal over thar a shassaying through the quadrille with
that damm Secesh outfit, Welker. Lend me yer revolver."
To oblige his friend Ewing lent his six-shooter, but at
the same time felt it incumbent upon him to prevent a row
by every means in his power. Tregaski, walking up to
Welker as he was "shassaying" with the fair lady, gave him
a ferocious whack over the nose. A champagne bottle popping at the same instant sounded like the report of a pistol:
"Don't shoot, for G-- sake," yelled Tom Ewing, throwing
open the door of the house. Men and women impetuously
"piled out" into the open air and, striking the frozen grade,
never stop sliding until they strike the street, 40 yards
below, "where they lay," says Ewing, "fifteen feet deep."
"Yes, boys," said Jedge Tregaski in speaking of the affair
a month afterwards, "we heda hell of a good time at Ike
Jennings' wedding."
[April 6, 1880J ... While travelling in a Pullm"an car, on a
western road, Reade' played an atrocious prank on a number
of bald-headed old deacons who occupied adjoining berths.
He waited until everybody had gotten up in the morning"
and' then, pulling on a pair of bright red striped women's
stockings (which he had in his valise), he thrust one of
his legs out from the curtains enclosing his bed. The car
was soon a ferment: the ladies were shocked at such brazenfaced conduct by one of their own sex (as they supposed),
while the bald-headed deacons nearly twisted their necks off
in trying to get a closer look at the liberal exhibition of
anatomy. Phil. waited until he was certain he must be the
cynosure of all eyes and then thrusting out his bright red
head and aquiline nose, applied his extended palms to the
tip of the latter and gyrated his long fingers in: derision at
the gentlemen.
. '.
At another time, in Prescott, Arizona, he was invited
by the officers of Fort Whipple to attend a social hop to be
given at the garrison the very evening of his arrival.· He
sent a very elaborate reply. to the committee, regretting his
4.

Lieut. Philip Reade.

See p. 36, BUpra.
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inability to attend, not having any suitable clothes-his
baggage had been detained-nothing could give him more
pleasure than to attend as he was extremely fond of dancing, but under the circumstances, etc., etc.; in brief, he
wrote such a note that the committee had nothing else to do
but insist upon his coming in anything he had.
Phil. made his appearance in the midst of the festivities, clad in a suit of "pajamas" (a garment in one piece,
much like a child's night-gown and used by the laboring
classes in China, parts of the E. Indies and Mexico); red
stockings, pointed Turkish slippers and a wig, terminating
in a long Chinese queue. The ladies were terribly perplexed
and offended, but Reade stood his ground, insisted upon it
that he had let the committee know he had no suitable
clothes, that they. had urged him to come in the best he
had and there he was; and there he staid, too, until the end
of the hop.
.
[November 6, 1880J ...Lieut. Watts and I had along conversation about former service together in Arizona; of this
my journal of the time gave a sufficiently accurate description. It is sufficient to say here that the country we then
scouted in search of hostile Apaches is now filled with a
thriving population and that at the head of Cave Creek,
then an unknown country, is the Rowe Gold mine, a very
valuable property. No conversation between Watts and
myself would be complete without a reference to "Moses
Henderson." "Moses" was a wild Apache boy, one of those
who had surrendered and been enlisted as soldiers to hunt
down the persistently hostile. He was cross-eyed, hooknosed, had a tuft of hair hanging over his forehead, a whining voice and a cringing manner; altogether, was so like a
Chatham Street Jew clothes dealer that the men in our companies,with their usual felicity in such cases, dubbed him
"Moses" and as he certainly looked like Mr . Henderson, a
Hebrew merchant of Prescott, Arizona, I thought to have
a little fun when the campaign [endedJbystarting the story
that he was Mr. Henderson's little brother who had been
recaptured from the Apaches who had carried him off when
a child.
It took weeks of patient effort to prepare my pupil.
The success crowning my work repaid me ten-fold for the
.trouble undergone.
'
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When we reached Prescott, I had John Marion, the
editor of the "Miner": insert a notice in his paper to the
effect that Mr. Abraham Henderson's young brother had
been recovered from the Indians and was then in Prescott.
The joke deceived a great many people. "Moses" was taken
to the front of Henderson's store, where he played his part
beautifully. He would seize each passer-by by the coat-collarand assure him that: -"Dot gote luk like hit crowt on
you-mine frent. Dem glose vash mate fur der Brince 0'
Vales. I got a brudder-s-his name is E-e-e-li and he scholtes,
'Sara-a-h luk vot noice ha-a-ir dis young mane's got.''' He
really had learned his piece to perfection and dumfounded
everyone who heard him. People would ask, "who are you?
What's your name?" to which he would reply-"Moses
Henderson," to the great disgust of "old man" Henderson,
who never relished a joke in his life and certainly not one
of this kind....
[October 31, 1880] ... Dr. DeWitt recalled to my mind a
very amusing incident .of our former acquaintance in Prescott, Arizona.· The ladies of the little town were desirous of
building a church and felt that the Court-House was not the
most suitable place for holding religious services. Arizona,
the northern part of it especially, was at that period very
feebly served so far as ministers were concerned. The few
who penetrated there were illiterate, uncouth, often unprincipled, itinerants, who after begging the biggest collection
possible, decamped and were seen no more.
. I remember in one case the ladies raised about $300 for
a "beat" named Groves, I think, but as soon as he received
the money he started for the Los Angeles conference and
never returned. The ladies were much dispirited but kept
up a bold front, neverless, and insisted upon it that Mr.
, Groves was a "good man" and that anyone thinking the
contrary must be an atheist, a scoffer and an enemy of religion-But Brother Groves never came back all the same,
so the ladies had the task of raising funds all over again.
In this they were assisted by our worthy army chaplain, Alex. Gilmore, as good an old soul as ever lived, but
perfectly worthless in any ecclesiastical sense of efficiency.
I never heard "old" Gilmore preach but once, but that once
was enough to last during my life-time. The text was
something about the trumpet of Zion.
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"Bee-low ye the tr-rumpet
"Bee-low ye the tr-rumpet of Zion
"Sound it in the hi-i-igh per-laces
"Sound ye the ter-rumpet of Sal-va-a-tion"
This text the worthy parson divided into four partsWhat was this ter-rumpet? Why should we ber-low the
ter-rumpet? Why should we ber-low it in the hi-i-igh perla-a-ces? What was Zion and what was Sal-va-a-tion?
After handling his four "heads" in his usual able manner, the worthy parson got down to the "application", and
the amen-the old women waked up with a start and the
congregation began the massacre of that lovely hymn"Nearer my God to Thee."
.
When old Gilmore wasn't: butchering theology on Sundays, he passed much of his time in the village school, mangling the English Grammar. The children under his charge,
with the keen intuition of their age, understood the value
of the old man's equation much better than their parents
imagined they did; I need not add that the school was a
miniature Bedlam, the worst imp in the whole being Dick
Dana, a bright, bold youngster, the son of Major Dana of
the Army. Poor Dick was always under the ban-and
always without cause. I know this to be so, because he told
me so himself: he said that "old Gilmore" was down on him,
but that he would have revenge on him. Sure enough the
boy had. It happened soon after my conversation with Dick
that the chaplain accused him, unjustly of course, of "lamming" one of his schoolmates over the head with a "spitgob." "Master Dick Dana will stand behind my chair for
an hour'n wear a fool's cap." Such was the dread edict.
There was no appeal. Every eye turned upon Dick. Every
boy and girl felt sure that he would resist the order, as he
had so often previously done and gallop home on his pony
which was hitched to one of the trees outside.
But no! This noble boy evidently felt that it was his
duty to observe the discipline of school even when it bore
with unmerited severity upon himself. He walked quietly
up to the Chaplain's desk and took his place behind the
Dominie as he had been directed.
Gradually, the excitement subsided; the children
resumed their studies and the worthy chaplain nodded in
his chair, his brown wig half rubbed from his head.
This was precisely the moment for which Dick had been
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waiting. A yell as fierce and, loud" as the war-cry of an
Apache Indian filled the little school-room. The chaplain
awakened from his doze to see the children giggling and
howling in mad delight and Master Dick dashing out of the
room with his cherished wig in his hand. Dick jumped on
his pony, clapped his heels to his ribs and darted into the
plaza, holding the wig in air and crying out-"I've got ole
Gilmore's scalp; here it is!" The children used to say afterwards; "we don't have no more fun now since Dick Dana
was expelled," as I should say he was by the School Committee.
This was the worthy chaplain who suggested to the
ladies that, to' raise funds for the contemplated church, they
ought to arrange some tabloos. The idea spread .like wildfire, Everybody seemed to have tabloos on the brain. The
ladies said it would be just too sweetly lovely;-they would
do all the work, the gentlemen would have no responsibility
at all except to pay the bills.'
.
I am sorry to pollute these pages with any reference to
the behavior of the tyrant man on this interesting. occasion.
The tyrant man, individually and collectively, expressed
himself as of the opinion that the "hull thing" was a "Damm-m hen outfit" and further that the "hens wuz a trying to
run the town." I blush to my ears when I make the admission that the term "hens" means the gentler sex, God's last,
best gift to man. Some of the more irreligious went so far
as to say that Prescott had done well enough so far without
"no dam-rri-m Gospel Shop" and could get enough trouble
without "hevin' no preachers come 'roun.' "
But when "woman wills, she will, you may depend
on't."The ladies were fearfully in earnest and the more
miserable man scoffed, the more determined they were to
make-the affair a success. A regular Crusade was inaugurated; everybody was drawn into the arrangement. There
was as much harmony as could be expected in a convention
of ladies; and to tell the truth, they did work in perfect con.cord until the time came to distribute parts in the "tabloos"
and then we men were let into some fearful secrets. "What,
have Mrs. So and S6 take the part of the Goddess Of Liberty
-her ankles are too thick!" "No, Miss Blank won't do
either, she's too round-shouldered and I'm sure her eyes
ain't straight either. What the gentlemen can see in that
forward minx, I'm sure I can't tell, but it must be something." And so it went on: heart-burning and calurnnv->-
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squabbling and rancor in the name of our Savior who bade
us "Love one another." I wish to anticipate a little and say
that after awhile the ladies buried the hatchet and smoked
the pi--- I mean drank the cup of peace and unanimously
agreed that Lieutenant Bourke's account of their disagreement was all "made up," that he ought to be ashamed of
himself and what would his mother think of him if she
knew he was going on in this dreadful way! &c, &c, &c.
At last the important day had come. The ladies who
"had done all the work" looked smiling and fresh as roses,
while the men who "hadn't done anything" seemed utterly
fagged out. I was one of these wretches. Early in the
morning a very sweet lady approached me, went into ecstasies over my appearance, said I always looked so well, expressed herself as happy to think she wasn't a young
maiden any more because she didn't know what she should
do with such a handsome man living in the same town-and
much more to same effect. I wish I could say that I told her
-"get thee behind me, Satan," but I didn;t. I swallowed
all this "taffy" and much more and believed it all.
A glance at the looking glass would have told me that
nature had endowed me too liberally in the matter of feet,
hands, nose, mouth, ears and eye-brows, but I rejected the
overtures of common sense and listened to the voice of
the Siren.
My business was to drive tacks, hang up curtains and
pictures and under direction of one lady strain my back in
moving heavy pieces of furniture which had to be moved
back again to their original places whenever some other
lady of the management came along. My shoulders and
spine were aching from my exertions and I had already
knocked one thumb nail off with a tack-hammer, but what
of that? Wasn't I regarded by the ladies as one of the handsomest, brightest, bravest, noblest and most generous of
men ?-No, I wouldn't give up-and anyway, I said, here
comes DeWitt, he'll help me with this heavy baggageRullo, DeWitt. But DeWitt is talking with my lady and his
face is beaming with smiles. I play the eavesdropper. Good
Lord! She's telling him word for word the very same stuff
she told me. He is the handsomest, brightest, bravest, most
generous of men, is he? DeWitt! Great Heavens ! DeWitt
isn't a homely fellow by any means, but I now see through
woman's wiles. I drop my tack-hammer, descend the step-
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ladder and have ever since been a bitter, uncompromising
foe of church fairs, festivals and Tabloos. For all that, the
Tabloo appeared to be fully as great a success as if I had
remained faithful to the end. DeWitt performed my duties
with as much ability as if he had not usurped the place of
the only genuine, original, handsomest, best and bravest and
brightest man in the vicinity.
I did not always look upon the matter in this light. For
a long time I cherished rancor towards DeWitt, but Time,
the healer of all wounds, has poured balm upon my outraged pride and vanity and today I willingly concede that
DeWitt did nobly. His principal duty was to take care of
the red light in the glare of which the Goddess of Liberty
was to appear upon the stage, wrapped in the American flag
and surrounded by the representatives of American industry.
It was a thrilling sight, the girls stopped chewing gum
and the men stopped their talk of "Yes-sir-rae, He's struck
her rich in Cerbat and J edge Dawkins sez its jest the pootiest ledge he ever seed; richer'n the Tiger by a Doggoned
sight and reminds him of the Comstock." DeWitt shared
in the general excitement and blew so hard upon the red
fire that it flared up and burnt off his eye-brows and moustache. In front of the stage the audience, delighted with
everything, sat spell-bound, little dreaming of what was so
soon to disturb its placidity. Occupying one of the foremost seats was a very pretty girl, Miss Alice Dickinson,
who, like many other young ladies, was in that state of
mental perplexity that she couldn't quite decide which of
her suitors pleased her most. Two of them, more assiduous
or more pleasing than the rest, gradually absorbed all her
attention and looked upon each other as hated rivals. The
young lady managed her cards with great dexterity, keeping
her two slaves chained to the wheels of her chariot.
She accepted an invitation from the one we shall designate as Mr. A., but before the evening of the Tabloos came
around, he was suddenly called away to look after mining
interests in the western part of the Territory and had
barely time to leave word that he would be back in time or
break his neck. The day arrived and as Mr. A. had not yet
returned, Miss Dickinson yielded to the pressing invitation
of Mr. B. and under his escort, attended the performance,
occupying a seat in the full glare of the foot-lights and very
close to my own. She had not been especially gracious to
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Mr. B. of late and thought that as Mr. A. was safely out of
the way she could easily make amends for past coldness and
be for this evening at least as agreeable as he could desire.
But as Fate would have it, Mr. A. made the journey home
with great speed, reached Prescott after dark on this very
evening, hastily made his toilet and rushed to the dwelling
of his adored one only to find that she had started for the
Court-House in company with ·his rival. There was no help
for it; he had to grin and bear it. He repaired himself to
the Court-House; found every seat filled and had to content
himself with standing room near the door. Close by his
elbow, the ladies had placed a small stand with refreshments
which they disposed of at Shylock prices. It has always
struck me as a queer combination, this mingling of lunch
and liturgy, Pumpkin pie and Presbyterianism, Doughnuts
and Dogma, but ladies insist upon making it and will make
it, I suppose, to the end of· time. Mr. A. endeavored to
soothe his lacerated feelings with a slab of pumpkin-custard
and was slowly conquering grief, when, looking over the
heads of those in front of him, he saw his adored cuddling
up awfully close to his rival and evidently giving him some
very sweet flattery to judge from the delighted countenance
of the listener.
,
Mr. A. was merely human: he could not stand everything. It took him but a second to make up his mind. He
took careful aim at his rival's. head-Swish!! and the pumpkin pie sailed through the air and landed, not upon his
rival's head, as he had intended, but just back of Miss Dickinson's ear. The confusion and uproar occasioned were, I
need not say, very great. Mr. A. of course, escaped, altho'
Mr. B. promptly jerked out his six-shooter and ran up the
aisle to catch him and shoot him. Much sympathy was felt
for the poor young lady and she stood in want of every bit
of it, as I don't think I ever saw a lady in sadder plight than
she was with all this pumpkin pulp filling up one ear and.
covering neck, collar and hair. She tried hard to rake it
out with her fingers, but without success and had to remain
through the remainder of the performance, happily only a
few moments, .with all the marks of the unfortunate affair
upon her garments.
[March 20th, 1880] ... The newspapers today contain telegrams announcing the completion of the Southern Pacific
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R. R. to Tucson, Arizona. No event in the history of American railroad construction illustrates more strikingly the
melting away of the first of old time apathy and ignorance
which kept this grand continent in the fetters of barbarism.
Tucson, founded in 1542: by the Spaniards as a "mission"
for the Indians of Arizona has preserved in a marked degree
to the present hour all the tokens of its mixed Castilian and
Papago origin. Proud of its claim to being considered the
oldest town within the limits of the United States, it had
apparently an equal pride in being regarded as the dirtiest.
In all its streets and alleys, offal, dirt, straw and rubbish
were allowed to lie in piles undisturbed save by the scratching of inquisitive hens or the rooting of drowsy pigs.' Its
swarthy "caballeros" proudly bestrode their half-starved
"bronco" ponies hardly big enough to support the weight of
the immense saddle covering them from loin to withers. In
the bright fresh air of the morning, the solemn clank of the
Cathedral bells summoned to early mass groups of dusky
maidens whose faces betrayed their Indian lineage, but in
whose soft eyes lurked the witchery of .Andalusia and
Granada.
'
Jesus and 'Jose, Ramon and Miguel grew from happy,
.prattling babyhood to the full vigor of adolescence with
scarce a care except such as must ever surround the games
of early boyhood or later on attend the "mozo" who is
becoming deft and skilful in use of lasso, spur and pistol.
To play with marbles, tops and ball-to play all these Ianquidly and as they were lanquidly laid by to take up with
equal languor the cigarrito, and the use of "mescal"-to
lazily plow the fields, or work in an automatic kind of a way
at making adobes-a-these were the occupations of the male
sex.. Nothing was done energetically, unless we speak of
riding the "bronco" ponies which was always at a furious
gallop or the dancing with their "dulcineas" at the frequent
"bailes" which continued from the setting of the sun until
the dawning of the same.
With the girls, the same weary lassitude marked every
action, altho' the women as a class were more energetic
than the men and never lacked an exquisite ease and grace
of motion which would have made glad the heart of a sculptor.
Anita, Francesquita, Guadalupe and Jesuscita quietly
baked their tortillas, prepared the "chile con tomatos,"
5. A mistake of some 200 years, due to writers who had connected Tuscon with
the time of Coronado.

BOURKE ON THE SOUTHWEST

285

"con huevos," y "con gallina," or boiled the strong coffee
which was to wash down the noon-day meal and then, first
gracefully rolling and lighting for herself a cigaritto, one
would gently touch the strings of harp or guitar and sing,
in a voice not altogether unmusical, strains of love and
flowers, while the others busied their hands in deft .lace
and needle-work or wagged their jaws in gossip about their
absent neighbors.
Thus passed the day with these primeval people when I
first knew them in 1869-70-71; nothing disturbed the monotonous routine of daily life but an occasional "carrera"
(horse race) or "pelea de gallos" (cock-fight) or perhaps
Don Carlos Velasco was about to christen another olive
branch and would celebrate the event with an appropriate
"spread" to which all the worthy "compadres," "comadres"
and "tocallos" of the village would hasten to do full justice.
The "Americanos" (may the Devil flyaway with
them!) had already planted their feet in the sacred dust of
Tucson and were slowly but surely drawing to their own
coffers every cent in the country.
Mexican social life went on all the same, the presence
of the Anglo-Saxon element making about as much difference in the life current ·of the place as would the casting of
large stones by mischievous boys into the bed of a slowmoving brook.
With the coming of the iron horse all will soon be
changed; the dignified, grave and courteous bearing of the
Castilian will give way to the prying, obtrusive and calculating manners of the Yankee and the Jew: soon from the
signs above the doors of the "tendajones" will disappear
the names of Velasco, Carrillo, Leon and Suasteguiand
flaring black and white will tell us that "Gottlieb and Co."
deal in "Cheap Clothing" or that G. Washington Smith has
just received another invoice of "Gents' Nobby Eight Dollar Ulsters." I know its heresy to say so, but I am just a
trifle sorry to hear that Tucson is being so rapidly Americanized: I had much rather have it remain as it was, dirty,
dustry, vermin-infested if you will, but for all, a link binding our bustling aggressive civilization to the years when
men in their sober senses scoured this vast continent in
search of fountains of youth and caskets of treasure or
when benevolent, good-hearted people burned their fellow
creatures at the stake for God's sake....
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[June Ist, 1878] ... Left Omaha and Council Bluff, by the
Kansas City, St. Joe and Council Bluffs R. R. for St. Louis,
where a quick connection was made in the Grand Union
Depot with the Ohio and Mississippi R. R. for Cincinnati.
On the' latter train was pleased to find myoid friend Lieut.
E. D. Keyes, 5th Cavalry, and mother, travelling from Texas
to Washington. Keyes,a bright intellect ruined by addiction to liquor, promised at one time to be an ornament to
the service, but dissipation brought about his dismissal and,
to my unfeigned regret, I saw that he was still a victim to
his degrading passion and steadily running downhill.
In 1872, Keyes and myself, formed part of the detachment, which, under command of Col. Coppinger, 23 Inf'y,
sailed from San Francisco, in the good steamer, "Newbern,"
to the mouth of the Colorado River, in the gulf of California.
The voyage of some 2,000 miles occupied 13 days, a period
long enough to enable us to become pretty thoroughly acquainted with each other; outside of pleasant comradeship
of the occasion not much can be said of the journey. The
arid cliffs of Baja California, Sinaloa and Sonora, gave us
a very unfavorable idea of Mexico; a school of dolphins,
glistening in the sun, a long shark, or, semi-periodically, a
whale, or what we land-lubbers thought must be whales or
. sea-serpents, helped to kill time. pretty well; then at meridian, we used to "haul the log" or "take the sun" with Captain McDonough, an odd genius, (since drowned at sea).
The astronomical part of the business didn't interest us
very much; strictly speaking, .I never thought that our
worthy skipper knew how to handle a sextant; he preferred
runing his ship along the coast, of which every promontory
and indentation was perfectly well-known to him; but, if
he couldn't manage a sextant, he could make a very acceptable toddy, and every day, just as soon as the log had been
read and the bearings determined, proofs of his skill in his
'favorite line were in eager demand by a throng of thirsty
young officers. As McDonough was a perfect skinflint
about his whiskey, strategy had to be brought into play
whenever we felt like having more than one round of the
enticing beverage; there was only one vulnerable point in
the skipper's character; it was' his Achilles' heel, but we
found it out almost intuitively and assailed him there every
time with success. He was very fond of telling us about
his "viges"; his "vige" to Callao, his first "vige" out from
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Liverpool, his second "vige" to Puget Sound,and so on.
To these we listened with intense gravity and interest,
more or less simulated. Our patience never went without
its reward. The Captain's throat was certain to become
parched and we shared in the toddy, brewed for its refreshm~t

.

Peace be to his ashes. Softly let the waves of the Gulf
of Cortez sing his requiem. He was the biggest liar I ever.
met, and some of his stories of adventure were masterpieces
of mendacity.
Colonel Coppinger, our worthy commander, was one of
the neatest men in his dress I ever knew: the one apprehension that clouded upon his mind was that our large batch
of recruits would not keep themselves clean. To insure
absolute cleanliness among them became almost a mania
with him: every fine morning, he would have large squads
of them stand out on the forecastle, while water was thrown
over them from the force pumps.
This seemed to tickle the soldiers amazingly: the
voyage was made very pleasantly, only one man lost and
he drowned through his own cursed carelessness and disobedience of orders, while we were steaming into the mouth
of the muddy Colorado.
Then as we got upon the river steamboat, "Cocopah,"
Jack Mellon, master, and steamed up the channel to Ehrenburg, 400 and odd miles, it seemed as if our troubles had
only commenced. We couldn't make more than 62 miles a
day, against the swift current, and, while the sun lasted,
groaned on account of the heat and at night suffered a little
from the mosquitoes, but not much, for it was then in the
month of November (1872).
.
When we would come to a "wood-landing," everybody
rushed ashore. Our "roustabouts" were Cocopah Indians
and Mexicans, who worked to my unpracticed eye very
faithfully. This wasn't the first mate's opinion and the
way that man poured out profanity and tobacco juice from
his mouth was a caution. The "roustabouts" never seemed
to mind him in the least, and probably fancied he was praising their good looks whenever he "damned their eyes."
About halfway up from Point Isabel (the miserable collection of hovels at the mouth of the river) to Fort Yuma, Cal.
(the first point inside of the American lines) we met the
steamboat "Gila," commanded by Captain Mellon's friend
and comrade of years, Captain Steve Thorn.
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The meeting was. very funny: the two men were of the
same general type-red-faced, broad-shouldered, wartyknuckled, deep-chested, profane, good-hearted, honest old
fresh water mariners, who could out-drink,out-smoke, outchew, or out-wear any two men in Arizona-and that's saying a good deal. Each was very proud of his boat, and
as this periodical meeting was always looked forward to
with fond anticipations-the respective commanders were
arrayed sumptuously in their "nobbiest" apparel. Each
wore black doe-skin pantaloons, and a white linen shirt
which would have been very presentable, if it had not been
sodisfigured with so much jewelry. Neither wore a collar,
but Mellon's garment was buttoned at the. neck, while
Thorn's lay open carelessly, exposing a red-flannel undershirt beneath. In the matter of jewelry,Thorn completely
eclipsed our more unpretentious commander, but either
could have equipped a Jew pedlar with the amount carried
on his person. Thorn had, besides the usual studs and
cuff-buttons, not far from half a dozen breastpins, all of
them bounteous in material and one or two of good workmanship. He had a good-sized gold anchor, held by a small
cable to a gold cross, and, if I remember correctly, he also
wore a gold anvil, almost big enough for the uses of a blacksmith. But he didn't have any hat, at least not at that
moment, while Captain Mellon, in a brand new, black silk
"plug," presented by admiring friends in San Francisco,
fairly obscured the glories of Solomon.
As the steamboats bumped their prows together and
the gangs of "roustabouts" were, under the jealous supervision of two screaming and swearing mates, actively fastening cables and running gangway planks between them,
two streams of simultaneous objurgation burst from the
lips of our rival skippers.
"Easy thar with your blank, blank, blank, old canalboat, you horny-handed, land lubber."
"Awast you bilious-eyed, blabbering mouthed mud-turtle-don't talk to your boss, your master, you dash, dash,
dash, dash son of. a sea-cook." I didn't hear all the conversation; about the time I descended to the lower deck the
air was blue and hot and sulphurous with profanity, but our
gallant Captain was already silencing his less accomplished
adversary. At Fo.rt. Yuma our party broke up; myself,
under orders to rejoin General Crook, at Prescott and the
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others, . under Colonel Coppinger, to proceed, by easy
marches, to their proper stations.
Fort Yuma fully merited all the bad reputation given it
in the camp-talk of the army, as the hottest and most dreary
post in our country. During the time of our stay, there
wasn't much to be seen, except now and then a squad of
"Cocopah," Yuma or "Mojave" Indians lazily floating in
the water which appeared to all intents and purposes to be
their native element.
Give one of those Indians enough blue mud with which
to plaster his hair as a shield against the sun and a cottonwood log to support him partially in the water, and he will be
happy as any king and float on the turbid bosom of the Colorado, until he meets an upcoming steamer, whereon he
knows he is always welcome to a ride back to his little patch
of squashes and melons, with which he will surfeit himself
until the humor takes him for another float in the river, or
until some brother Indian challenges him to . a game at
cards-the ruling passion of all these tribes. I am wandering away from my text, seemingly, but not in reality, as
Keyes has been in my mind all this time. He was a most
jovial companion, one fitted for better things than the life of
a drunkard.
These reminiscences, awakened by meeting with him,
are inserted because I fear that the note-books of that date,
1872, have been mislaid, destroyed or stolen.

(To be continued)

LETTERS TO AND FROM ABRAHAM G. MAYERS,
1854-1857·
Edited by ALBAN W. HOOPES

Pueblo Indians have always been of peculiar interest. With a culture higher, in many respects, than any
T
other Indians within the limits of the United States; ChrisHE

tianized by the Franciscans during the sixteenth century;
enjoying many of the rights of citizenship under the successive government of Spain, Mexico, and the United
States; more than any other Indians they connect the present with a significant historical past.
The first United States governor and superintendent of
Indian affairs in New Mexico--James S. Calhoun-s-recognized their importance,' and recommended the appointment
of agents and sub-agents • for them. His suggestions were
not acted upon, nor was it until July 31, 1854, that an appropriation of ten thousand dollars was made for presents to
the Pueblo Indians, and an additional agent accorded to the
New Mexico superintendency.·
In pursuance of this act, Abraham G. Mayers received
the appointment. When he arrived at Santa Fe, Governor
David Meriwether assigned him to the Pueblo agency:
The various letters and reports made by Mr. Mayers
have remained for eighty years in the files of the Office of
Indian Affairs. Although some of them are missing, those
that have survived will, it is hoped; throw some light upon
the condition of the Pueblo tribes soon after the American
occupation of New Mexico.
I acknowledge, with sincere thanks, the consistent en1

1.. Calhoun to commissioner of Indian affairs William Mcdill, October 4, 1849.
Abel, A. H. (ed.), The official correspcmdence of James S, Calhoun, 40.
2. Calhoun to commissioner of Indian affairs Orlando Brown, February 3, 1850.
Abel, op, cit., 139.
3. Unit~d States Statutes at Large, X, 330, 332.
4. Meriwether to G. W. Manypenny, August 11, 1855. Office of Indian Affairs,
General Files, New Mezico. N 509/1855.
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couragement of the members of the history seminar at the
University of Pennsylvania during the preparation of this
paper.
A. W. H.
philadelphia, Pa.,
May 28,1934.
SELECTIONS FROM THE LETTERS

George W. Manypenny' to A. G. Mayers, Washington, D. C.,
November 2, 1854'
.Department of the Interior
Office Indian Affairs
November 2d. 1854

Very Respectfully
Your Ob't Servant
GEO. W. MANYPENNY
Commissioner.
1. George W. Manypenny was commissioner of Indian
Pierce administration.
2. Office of Indian Affairs, Letter Book no. 50, 181-182.

affairs

during

the
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Mayers to Manypenny, Fort Smith, Arkansas,
December 8, 1854·
Fort Smith Arkansas
Decer 8th 1854

Sir

Enclosed you will please find my Bond given in accordance to your Instructions Dated November 2d 1854.
By this you will see that I have accepted the appointment of Indian Agent for New Mexico.
I Shall leve (sic) for that country as soon as Possible.
Very Respectfully
Your Ob't st
ABRAHAM G. MAYERS.
Hon. George. W. Manypenny
Commissioner of
Indian Affairs
Washington city
D. C.
Manypenny to Mayers, Washington, D. C.,
January 12, 1855
Department of the Interior
Office Indian Affairs
January 12th 1855
Mayers Esq; Abraham G.
Agent for Indians in New Mexico.
Fort Smith-c-Arkansas-iSir:
Application was made to this Office on the 3d instant
by Hon. R. W. Johnson to allow You Your travelling ex4

5

3. O. I. A., General Files, New Me.,ico, M. 1319/1854.
4. O. 1. A., Letter Book no. 50, 378.
5. R. W. Johnson to Manypenny, U. S. Senate, January 3, 1855. O. 1. A.,
General Files, New Mexico, J 801/1855. This letter is of considerable interest due to
the light thrown upon the character of A. G. Mayers.
"1 apply to you to allow to Abraham G. Mayers his expenses to New Mexico to
his agency. His whole pay is but $1,500 dolls & it will cost him at least $300 to
get there. He is poor and has a wife and three or five children. He is a noble fellow
& a man of a high order of intelligence & I have no idea you have in that Terr-itory
an agent of equal capacity to do good service or that will so fully prove it. I also
ask that you will allow him at least a half years salary in advance. I talked this over
with you this morning & trust it may be done. I request an early answer as it
admits of little delay.
Resp'ly yours

R. 'V. JOHNSON.~'
The above letter was answered OJ' Manypenny on January 11, 1855. O. I. A"
Letter Book no. 50, 373·374.
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penses from Fort Smith to Your Agency in New Mexico,
and also that You will be allowed at least half a years salary
in advance.
Mr. Johnson was informed on the 11th instant that
your actual necessary expenses of travel from Fort Smith
to Santa Fe would be allowed You: but that provisions of
law intervene to prevent any advance to Indian Agents on
account of their pay, and that the above mentioned allowance for expenses is all that can now be properly advanced
to you.
I have therefore requested that a remittance of three
hundred dollars be made to you, at Fort Smith, from the
appropriation for "General incidental expenses of the
Indian Service in New Mexico" with which You will be
charged, and for which you will account; this amount being
designed, as far as it may be needed, to defray your
expenses of travel. For all items of importance, and in all
cases where it is practicable you will procure vouchers for
all disbursements made.
When vouchers cannot be obtained, a memorandum
should be kept, indicating the character of your expenditure
which memorandum, certified by you to be correct should
accompany Your accounts.
I would also remind You of the desire of the Department that You proceed to New Mexico, and enter upon the
discharge of the duties of your appointment as early as
practicable.
Very Respectfully
Your Obt Servant
GEO. W. MANYPENNY
Commissioner
Manypenny to Mayers, Washington, D. C., January 13, 1855"
Department of the Interior
Office Indian Affairs
January 13th 1855
Mayers Esq: Abraham G.
Agent for Indians in New Mexico.
Fort Smith-ArkansasSir:
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
8th ultimo, enclosing your bond & Oath of Office as Agent
for the Indians in New Mexico.
6.

O. J. A., Letter Book no 50, 383.

_.~
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The Bond is approved by this Office & will be filed in the
proper Department.
.
Very Respectfully
Your Obt Servant
GEO. W. MANYPENNY
Commissioner
Manypenny to Mayers, Washington, D. C., January 19,1855'
Department of the Interior
Office Indian Affairs
January 19th 1855
Mayers Esq: Abraham G.
Fort Smith,
Arkansas-iSir: The Senate having confirmed Your appointment
as Agent for the Indians in the Territory of New Mexico, I
herewith transmit a new Commission in lieu of the one
recently forwarded.
You will execute the enclosed bond in the penal sum of
$10,000-with two or more sureties whose sufficiency must .
be certified by a U. S. Judge or District Attorney; which,
if executed before leaving Arkansas, You will forward to
this Office otherwise file the same with his Excellency David
Merriwether Governor & Ex-Officio Superintendent of Indian Affairs at Santa Fe to whom You will report for
instructions in the discharge of your Official duties and
through whom all your Correspondence with this Office
will be conducted as heretofore indicated.
Your Salary will be the same as stated in a former
letter.
Very Respectfully
Your Obt Servant
GEO. W. MANYPENNY
Commissioner.
Mvers to Manypenny, Fort Smith, Arkansas, March 13,
~
.
1855
Fort Smith March 13th 1855
Sir
I have the Honor to say that my Bond has been Given
in the sum of ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) and has been
approved by Mr. Wilson United States District Attorney
for this District.
As I pass on my way to New Mexico, I will take the
8

7.
8.

.

O. 1. A., Letter Book no. 50, 403.
O. 1. A., General Files, New Mexico, M 1398/1855.
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.

oath o.f Office~efor{.J~dge Ringo U. S. Judge-& and forward It Immecl1.at?,lY (eic) to your Department.
I shall be in 'the city of st. Louis by the 15th of april.
If the Department wish to communicate with me in Relation
to any thing connectedwith my Duty &c, I will take pleasure
in attending to the same. .
I shall in future unless otherwise instructed send my
Communications through the superintendent.
Very Respectfully
Your Obedent (sic) servant
ABRAHAM G. MAYERS

Indian agent
New Mexico
Hon. G.W. Mennypenny (sic)
Commissioner of
Indian affairs
Washington City
D.C.
Manypenny to Mayers, Washington, D.· C., April 7, 1855·
Department of the Interior
Office Indian Affairs
April 7th 1855
Mayers Esq: Abraham G.
U. S. Ag't for Indians in
New Mexico. St. Louis Mo.
Sir: I acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
13th ultimo relative to the execution of your bond &c. &c.
The Department has nothing to communicate to you
further than that Your bond has not been received, and that
you will receive instructions for the discharge of your Official duties from the Gov. & Ex-Officio Sup't Indn Affairs
New Mexico: & it is important that You should report to
the Governor at Santa Fe as soon as practicable.
Very Respectfully
Your Ob't Servant
GEO. W. MANYPENNY
Commissioner
Mayers to Manypenny, New Orleans, April 9, 1855
New orleans April 9th 1855
Sir
Enclosed you :will please find: my bond as Indian" agent
for New Mexico.
10

9. O. 1. A., Letter Book no. 51, 227.
10. O. 1. A., General Files, New Mexico, M 1413/1855.
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It will be seen that the bond has been approved by the
District attorney of the western District of arkansas.
I have this day taken the oath Before Judge McCaleb
of the U. S. Court for Louisiana.
I will start for New Mexico via St Louis Mo. and fort
Levenworth on the 15th day of this month. I will be in st
Louison the 20th and Remain untill (sic) the 25th or long
Enough for the Department to communicate with me.
If the Department has any Busness (sic) they wish to
Entrust to me I shall be pleased to take charge of it, and
by addressing me at st. Louis it will come to hand safe.
In view of the Present Hostile attitude of the indians
on the Plains I think it will be impossible for me to cross the
Plains without an Escort which no doubt will be had as I
understand troops are ordered to New Mexico.
Should the Department Desire to send any thing to the
territory through me I will take Especial care to discharge
the duty imposed upon me with Promptitude.
I Have the Honor
to be your Obedient servant
ABRAHAM G. MAYERS,
Indian agent for
New Mexico
Hon.
G. H. Maneypenny (sic)
Commissioner of Indian
affairs Washington
city D. C.

Manypenny to Mayers, Washington, D. C., April 19, 1855
Department of the Interior
Office Indian Affairs
April 19th 1855
Mayers Esq. Abraham G.
Agent for Indians in New Mexico
. St. Louis, Mo.
11

\

y .-__Sir_:"ihave

acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
9th inst,
your official bond, as Agent for the Indians in the Territory of New Mexico, which is approved
and will be recorded and filed.
In regard to that portion of your letter which refers to
an escort to accompany you across the Plains, I have to

en~ng

11.

O. L A., Letter Book no. 51, 283-284.
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state. that it has not been usual to furnish any, nor does this
Office, from information in its possession deem that one
will be required. Should you however be made aware that
any troops or trains are about leaving for New Mexico, you
might avail yourself of such opportunity; but in such cases
it has not been usual to make allowance for any other than
the actual personal expenses. of the Agent.
Very Respectfull
Your Obt Servant
GEO.· W. MANYPENNY
Commissioner
Mayers to Manypenny, St. Louis, April 29, 1855 12
Saint Louis April 29th 1855
Sir
I sent you my bond from New Orleans as indian agent
for New Mexico.
.
I would thank the department to inform me at this
Point by Telegraph if it has been accepted.
I will pay the Expense at this city. My Reason for
wishing to know is that it may not be convenient to give the
bond in Santee Fee (sic) & the further Reason I desire an
answer by the telegraph is that I am anxious to get to
Santee fee (sic) at as Early a day as Possible.
.
I Have the Honor
To be your Obedient servant
ABRAHAM G. MAYERS

Indian agent
New Mexico
Hon
G. W. Mennypenny (sic)
Commissioner of
indian affairs
Washington City D. C.
Manypenny to Mayers.Washington, D. C., May 5, 1855 13
Office Indian Affairs
May su. 1855
Mayers, Abraham G.
St Louis, Missouri
(Telegraph) Sir: You were informed by letter the 19th
ultimo that your bond was approved.
GEO. W. MANYPENNY.
Commissioner.
12.
13.

O. I. A., General Files, New Mexico, M 1455/1855.
O. I. A .. Letter Book no. 51, 371.
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Mayers to Mannypenny, St. Louis, May 5, 1855 "
.(Telegraph)
Letter received all right I leave immediately."
A. G. MAYERS
Mayers to David Meriwether, Santa Fe, September 25,
.
1855 ,.
Santee Fee (sic) Sept. 25th 1855
Sir
I have the Honor to Inform you that scinee (sic) my
agency has been opened Eight Govenors (sic) of the Different Pueblos have visited me, some of which have Received the agricultural Impliments. (sic)
I find some difficulty I (in ?)Persuading them that
these Presents are given them for their good, and without
cost.
They inform me that the Mexicans say the Goverment
(sic) after while will take their lands. I assure them that
this is not the case, and beleive (sic) that those who have
taken the Presents are well satisfyed. (sic)
I find that much difficulty Exists In Relation to their
Land titles, but few of them have all their Papers in full,
they say to me that they are in the archives of the Territory,
those who have handed in theirs have been filed with the
surveyor General to be put on file with the assurance given
to Each Pueblo that as soon as their Lands are Surveyed
and marked out they will be able to know their Boundereys
(sic) and the Goverment (sic) will Protect them in their
Homes.
This appears to satisfy them, from all those I have seen
in the short time my Agency has been opened I can safely
say that the Pueblos are Peacefull (eic) and steadfast
friends of the Goverment. (sic.) I would Recommend that
the Ballance (sic) of the funds belonging to the Pueblos
14. O. 1. A., General Files, New Mexico, M 1459/1855.
15. Mayers arrived at Santa Fe on August 4, and was assigned to the Pueblo
agency. See David Meriwether to G. W.Manypenny, Sa;'ta Fe, August 11, 1855. Ibid,
N. 509/1855.
UBi".
I have the honor to inform you that agent A.' G. Mayers arrived here and
reported to me for Duty on the 4th inst, and having exibited (sic) a letter from
you acknowledging the receipt of his official bond and oath of office, he was assigned
to the agency for the Pueblo Indians, and his agency established at this place."
(Signed) D. MERIWETHER.
16. Ibid, N. 12/1856. This report is enclosed in a letter from W. W. H. Davisthe acting-governor of New Mexico-to Goo. W. Manypenny, December 24, 1855.
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be applyed (sic) for the Perchase (sic) of such Farming
impliments (sic) as the makeing (sic) appropriations con~
templates.
I (It?) would be well to have them Perchased (sic) in
the states and sent out as Early in the spring as Possible
as they will not use any of the articles untill (sic) then.
It is with much Pleasure that I inform you, that at a
meeting of seven Different Pueblos at my office they through
one of their Principal men Expressed a wish to have Schools
Established among them. The sentiment is a noble one
and I Promised. to Recommend their wishes to the Goverment, (sic) which I hope will not be overlooked.
Education will do more to Civilize the savage than anything Else and I hope that Congress through your Recommendation will make the appropriation necessary to make a
trial among these People.
Many of the Pueblos are poor and often ask me for
small Presents which I am unable to give them. Under
these circumstances I would Recommend that a small
amount in anuity (sic) or cloathing (sic) be made to be
distributed among them, this would have a good Effect in
still binding them closer Friends.
These sejestions (sic) are made in consequence of other
Indians Receiving such Presents-this subject was brought
to my notice by Different Pueblos. A few Blankets & cheap
cloathing (sic) with some Domestic (implements?) would
gladden the Hearts of many and do much good.
I have the Honor to (be) your Obedent (sic) servant
A. G. MAYERS
Indian agent for the Pueblos
New Mexico
Hon David Meriwether
Govenor (sic) &
.
Superintendent of Indian
Affairs New Mexico
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Many-penny to- Mayers, Washington, D~ C."December 6,
, ., .
185'5/'
,
Department or the Interior
Office Indian Affairs
. December 6th 1855
Mayers Esq: A. G.
Agent &c. Care of Acting Gov:. Dav:is,
Santa, Fe, New Mexico.
Sir:
Having been advised by Acting Governor W. W. H.
Davis, under' date of October 26th,'S of your determination to
draw upon the Treasury Department, for the amount you
propose to invest in purchases for the Pueblo Indians, instead of obtaining the funds through the Superintendent, I
have to inform you that your draft will not be honored in
this 0ffice, unless the same has the approval of the Superintendent endorsed thereon.
Very Respectfully
Your Obt Servant
GEORGE W. MANYPENNY
.
Commissioner
Mayers to Manypenny, Santa Fe, January 28, 1856 "
Sante (sic) Fe J any 28th 1856
Sit
1 am in Receipt of your letter dated Deer. 6th 1855, In
Relation to my Drawing upon your department for funds to
Perchase (sic) agricultural Implements for the Pueblo Indians &c.
I have also an Extract of the letter of the supt. -Relative
to the same subject," in which I find that the superintendent
17. O. 1. A." Letter Book no. 59, 113.
18. W. W. H. Davis to G. W. Manypenny, Santa Fe, October 26, 1855. See
O. 1. A., General Files, New Mexico. N 554/1855.
19. O. 1. A., General Files, New Mexico, M 78/1856.
20. The extract referred to is in a letter from W. W. H. Davis to G. W. Manypenny, October 26, 1855. Ibid, N 554/1855.
"I was also informed a few days ago, by Agent Mayers, that, in the purchases
he proposes making for the Pueblo Indians. for the coming season, he' would draw
.upon the Treasury department, on account of appropriation for these Indians. instead
of obtaining his funds through the Superintendent 8S is customary. I was not aware,
before, that an Agent had the right to draw upon a fund placed at the disposal "r
the superintendent; at all events the practice, I believe, will be be a bad one. I am
disposed to be as liberal in advances to purchase agricultural implements for the
Pueblos as the circumstances will warrant; but he has notified me that he will not
ask for any funds here, but draw upon Washington."
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seems to Express fears that I will 40 so without His consent,
or that I will violate customs heretofore Established &c;
Now Sir. a little Explanation on my part will place 'me
properly before your department & I trust that it (is) not
Improper for me ito do so. I do not wish for. the sake of
the Efficiency of the Indian department of New Mexico, to
be looked upon in any other light than an officer of this
Department Carryingout the orders of -my superiors, (this
I can not bedenyed (sic). How far I have succeeded I
leve (eic) for others to Judge. I have always consulted 'the
supt and laid before him all facts that came to my Knowledge Relative to the Pueblo Indians, nor have I done any
thing to my Knowledge that has not Meet (sic) with his
disapprobation.
It is not strange then that I wish an Explanation of the
above correspondence. I wrote to your Department some
time ago that I did not approve of the Purchase of these
goods through merchants of Sante (sic) fe, that the: Prices
they Charged for the same was Exorbitant, 'besides being
paid twenty per cent commission for the perchase, (sic)
. I told His Excellency Govr Meriwether before He left
here that I thought the PoI'icy was wrong-that I supposed
the intention of Congress was when the appropriation was
made that the Indians & not the Speculator was to have 'the
benifit (sic) of the appropriation, this led to the Remark
that if any more agricultural Implement was to 'be perchased (sic) for these Indians that I was the Proper Person
to make. the perchases, (sic) and that I would Inform your
department of the facts, which I have done. If I have oversteped (sic) my Duty, it was not from a desire to promote
my own selfishness, but to perform what I deemed my Duty.
If I have failed to Render satisfaction as agent to the
Indians over which I Preside, I hope that at least I may be
heard in my own defence.
When I arrived at Sante (sic) F.~ I Immedeatly (sic)
called upon the superintendent for Instructions. I Recd a
letter directing me to act in connexion with the surveyor
Genl of the teritory, I called upon that officer who informed
me that it would be my duty to obtain the title deeds &
claim to lands of the Pueblos, for which .purpose I would
have to visit the Different Pueblos at their towns or Homes.
When I Informed his Excellency of the fact, he Promptly
Refused me Permission to do so-of Course his OWH Instruction (s) were mine, as I did not take the Responsibil-
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ity of Disobeying orders. I afterwards had my attention
called to the 116 article of the Regulations Relative to visits
of Indians to agencys (sic) &c, which Regulation I have
strictly Enforced.
. Now sir Can it be Expected that I should be able to
accomplish much under the Restrictions which have surrounded me.
Yet I hope that my official Conduct has been such as
to Protect me from the insinuations that I am not worthy
of Confidence. If in my zeal I have done any thing wrong
it was not Intentional. I have on all occasions consulted the
superintendent in the discharge of my official Duty, nor
shall I do any thing that does not meet with his approbation.
I have drawn no drafts on the Treasury for any other
sums than my salery. (sic) I have perchased (sic) no goods
for the Pueblos without the sanction of the superintendent,
nor can I see for the life of me any Reason of fears of the
superintendent that I will usurp' any powers of his office.
I desire to do nothing in my agency that will not meet the
approbation of my superior officers, to that end alone I shall
direct my course. If I fail to give satisfaction I will Know
that my efforts have been to Injure no one.
I!/"A",c. tvA""- »».That I may have erred is possible, but it was an error--, ;r 01.
_"of -the He!lrt. I wished the goods for these Indians per'?1-<l ~ ..-;r;..",......""'" ch~sed (S'iC) as cheap as POSSIble, for that Reason called
.......,,,
attention of the superintendent to the fact of Paying such
high Prices for the articles, besides allowing the Extraordinary Commission of twenty per cent on the purchases.
This appears to be the cause of complaint, for. my part I
can see no objections to my sejestiolls (sic) to perchase
(sic) the agricultural Implements at the cheapest Rates, '
for this Reason I Recommended that the articles should be
perchased (sic) by your Department and sent to this agency
for Distrabution, (sic) by adopting this course the Indians
will get the full benifit (sic) of the appropriation, and no
official Rights will be violated. /In conclusion I have to say
.
that I Regret that any misunderstanding should arise be.
tween me and the. Immediate supt. of Indian affairs. I
shall do no act by which I may place that officer in an
unpleasent (sic) situation, I will do all I can to carry out his
views, and that of the Goverment.j/sic) If I fail in giving
satisfaction or commit any act of terpetude, (sic) why I am
willing that the President shall withdraw my appointment.
I am concious (sic) that I have done my Duty faithfully &

'tfv
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Honestly. Weather (sic) it meets with the approbation of
others I cannot say, but this much I will say, that my
friends who have so Kindly Recommended me for this office,
shall have no cause to Regret that they have been deceived.
Whatever may be done I shall not Complain. My course
shall be straitforward (sic) Honest & Correct, with such
a course I hope to be sustained. If not then I am willing to
surrender.
I have the Honor to
Remain your obedient st
A. G. MAYERS
. Indian Agent for
New Mexico
To Hon. G. W. Mennypenny (sic)
Commissioner of Indian
affairs, Washington City
D.C.
P. S.. I sent this letter to the superintendent for his
perusal-he tells me that there is no objections in it. M.
Manypenny to Mayers, Washington, D. C., April 12, 1856 '"
Department of the Interior
Office Indian Affairs
April 12th 1856
Mayers Esq: A. G.
Ind. Agent,
.Santa Fe, New Mexico.
Sir:
Your letter of 28th January last, in responce (sic) to
one from this Office of Dec 6th 1855, relative to funds for
the purchas (sic) of Agricultural implements for the Pueblo
Indains &c. has been received.
.
Very Respectfully
Your Obt Servant,
GEO. W. MANYPENNY,
Commissioner
Mayers to Manypenny, Santa Fe, March 1, 18562:.l
Estimate for Surveying twenty indian pueblos in New Mexico Their limits being one mexican league North South East
and West from their church making four leagues and consequently the exterior boundaries of each is eight mexican
leagues making twelve leagues of lines to be Surveyed to
21.
22.

O. 1. A., Letter Book no. 54, 79.
O. 1. A., General Files, New Mezico. 1\1 98/1856.
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'each pueblo or thirty one miles and twenty chains to
each pueblo or Six hundred and twenty five miles for the
twenty pueblos at twelve dollars per mile will amount to
.Seven thousand five hundred dollars.
Santa fe -March 1st 1856
Sir: At my Request Mr. Garretson gave me the Estimate
above of the cost of surveying the twenty Pueblos in this
Teritory. (sic) It is absolutly (sic) necessary that these
lands should be surveyed,and I hope Congress may make
an appropriation separate for the survey of these Pueblos,
they have other grants that will be Required to be surveyed,
I think the addition of three thousand Dollars will be sufficient to cover all Expence. I should not trouble you with
this matter as thesurveyor Genl. is now at Washington, but
the Importance of marking the Bounderys (sic) of the
Pueblo Indians is Evident, they have difficulties of a very
serious carracter (sic) among themselves & the population
of the Country are continually Harrassing (sic) them. By
having their lands surveyed they will understand that the
Goverment (sic) Intend to sustain them, as matters now are
they are persuaded by designing men that Goverment (sic)
Intend to take their Lands, this causes mistrust and doubt
in their minds. I hope sir that an appropriation to survey
will be made and the surveyor Genl. will no doubt approve
of my Recommendation. He is fully competent to make an
Estimate for the Purpose, he is well acquainted with Mr.
Garretson who is himself an Engineer. By having the lands
of the Pueblos surveyed and their Bounderys (sic) marked
it will Prevent others from Encroaching upon them, it
would be the means of quietting (sic) their fears that Goverment (sic) will dispoile (sic) them.
I called on acting Govr. Davis & told him that I should
make these statements, he told me that he approved of my
Doing so, which is Respectfully submitted for your consideration.
I have the Honor to
be your obedient st
A. G. MAYERS
Indian agent for
New Mexico
Hon. G. W. Mennypenny (sic)
. Commissioner of Indian
affairs, Washington City
D.C.
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W. W. H. Davis to Mayers, Santa Fe, March 31, 1856
Superintendent of Indian Affairs
Santa fe March 31st 1856
A. G. Mayers Esquire'
Pueblo Indian agent
" Santa fe New Mexico
Sir
"In view of the difficulties existing between the Pueblos
of Acama (sic) & Laguna in which I am Informed, the
People of the former have seized upon the hinds of the latter, and prevent them from planting. I have determined to
send you to these Pueblos in order to try and reconcile their
misunderstanding. You will therefore proceed with all possible dispatch to Laguna, and assemble the head men of the
two Pueblos, in council. You will" inform the People of
Acama, (sic) that they must not trespass upon the planting grounds of the Lagunians, or in any manner interfere
with their fields or crops, that the People of both Pueblos
must remain peaceable and not trespass upon the other,
untill (sic) the Goverment (sic) can settle their difficulties.
If after this, Either party interferes with the other, it may
become necessary to restrain the wrong-doers by force.
I have also received information that the mexicans
near san filipia (sic) have taken possession of some lands
belonging to that Pueblo, and Refuse to give it up to the
Indians. On your way down you will stop at san Filipa
(sic) and cause the mexican trespassers to be notified to
meet you at the Pueblo on your return. You are directed to
inform them, that they must' give up any lands of the Indians they have taken Possession of, and that if they do not
do so peaceable they will be compeled (sic) to do itby force.
You will be Expected to make the trip as quickly as
possible, and discharge the duties assigned you, and your
needfull (sic) and necessary expences(sic) will be charged
in your next quarters accounts. Upon your return you will
make me an official report of your operations.
I Remain very Respectfully
Your obedient servant
W. W. H. DAVIS acting Govr.
& superintendent of Ind. aff'.
23. O. I. A .• General Files. New Mexieo. M 163""/1856.
Mayers in a letter to Manypen nv. June 28, 1856.

Enclosed by

A.

G.
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Mayers to Davis, Santa Fe, April 12, 1856 ..
Santa Fe April 12th 1856

Sir
. I Returned on yesterday from a visit to the Pueblos of
San Philipia (sic) Laguna & Acama (sic) On my way to
the two Latter Pueblos I left word with the former that I
should be at their Pueblo on the 9th but did not get back
untill (sic) the 10th. The difficulty with the Mexicans and
the Pueblo of san Philipia (sic) was settled by the Mexicans
moveing (sic) off of the Lands, and abandoning the crops
they had Planted. The Indians wanted to Know to who the
crops belonged, I desided (sic) .that as the mexicans by
moveing (sic) acknowledged that they had no right to the
Land, they could claim no right to the Crops. I authorized
the Indians to take Possession of it which they did.
When I arrived at Laguna Pueblo I found that the
Govenor (sic) and some of the Principle (sic) men had left
for Santa Fe. I Immediately sent a Runner after them & in
two Days they came back. This was the case with the Govenor (sic) & Head men of Acama, (sic) they also sent Runners after their men & they Returned the same day with
the Laguna Indians. The next day they held· a council aL
Laguna, and appointed a committe (sic) of five from each
Pueblo, to make a settlement of their affairs.
We all Proceeded to the line in Dispute, Some Twelve or
fifteen miles from Laguna,· after consulting together for
some time they could not agree, and said that I should deside
(sic) the case, which I did, the Desission (sic) is herewith
annexed, after which both partys (sic) agreed to abide by it.
I have to say however that the Acama (sic) Pueblo was
dissatifyed, (sic) but agreed to the arrangement (sic) with
the understanding that it was not a final settlement. I told
both partys (sic) that I would use my nest Efforts to have
24. O. I. A., General Files, New Me:tico, N 103/1856. Enclosed by Davis in a
letter to Manypenny, April 12, 1856.
The reaction of the Office of Indian Affairs to the contents of this .letter may be
found in the acknowledgement of G. W. Manypenny to W. W. H. Davis, June 16,
1856. O. I. A., Letter Book no. Sf" 368.
.
"Sir:
.
in acknowledging your letter of the 12th April last, enclosing report of Agent
Mayers, touching his recent visit to the Pueblos of Laguna. and Acoma, to addust 8
difficulty between the inhabitants relative to the boundary of their lands. I have to
express my g-r-atdficat.lon at the adjustment of those difficulties in the manner

reported."
(signed)

GEORGE W. MANYPENNY.
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the whole matter settled by having their Lands Surveyed,
and their Bounderies (sic) marked.
They then seperated (sic) and Each Pueblo promised to
abide the Desision, (sic) I have no doubt that they will
comply with this arrangment. (sic) I would Earnestly Recommend that the Lands be surveyed, this will settle all conflicting claims and Restore Harmoney (sic) between these
two Pueblos.
"
I also visited the Pueblo of san Domingo & settled a
dispute between the Govenor (sic) and a Pueblo Indian,
Relative to his land, which he had lost on a bet with another
Indian of his Pueblo.
I desided (sic) that betting was unlawfull (sic) and no
Indian has a right to claim the Land of another on any such
Pretence, the Party finally settled & Peace & quiet has been
Restored in the Pueblo.
I find these People Industrious and Planting Largely
this season. Upon Enquiry at all of the Pueblos that I have
visited, .'. . that evil disposed Persons tell the Pueblo Indians not to place any confidence in the Goverment, (sic)
and persuade them not to give up their Documents & Titles
to their Land, nor Receive the Presents, from Goverment,
(sic) as after a while they will take their Lands or make
them Pay for the Presents which they Receive.
I found this the case at Every Pueblo that I visited. I
told the Indians that this was all false, and by Kind words,
have Induced them to beleive (sic) what I say to them is
true. If it was not for the Interfereance (sic) of outsiders
these people would soon understand the difference between
our Goverment (sic) & that of the Mexican Goverment,
(sic) while glareing (sic) Impositions have "been practised
by the Latter, they feel a Reluctance in comeing (sic) forward and placeing (sic) themselves under our Laws for
Protection.
'
However I have great confidence in Pueblo Indians,
while I acknowledge it will Require Prudence to Keep them
from the temptations of bad Councils.
I Embrace the Present oppertunity (sic) of again calling the attention of the Department to the Propriety of Perchasing (sic) agricultural Implements for these Indians,
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and willfurnishyou with a list of such articles as I deem
of use to them.
I Remain very Respectfully
Your obedent (sic) st
A.'G. MAYERS
Indian agent for the Pueblos
N.M.

His Excellency acting Govr.
W. W. H. Davis & Exofficio superenz
of Indian affairs Santa fe N. M.
(Enclosure)
Laguna Pueblo
April 7th 1856
Whereas, the committee of five from each Pueblo of Acoma
and Laguna not being able to agree as to the rights of each
Pueblo to certain lands, I have desided (sic) as follows, viz:
1st. That the line heretofore established' between said
pueblos is reestablished as the proper boundary between
said pueblos, that as heretofore the Acomas shall have the
west and the Lagunians the east side of said line, that
neither party shall cultivate any land not on their own side
without the consent of the other, that said line shall only
remain in force until their lands be surveyed .and their
boundaries marked by the government : Provided however,
that the people or the pueblo of Acoma may gather the crop
which has been planted previous to the above date, on the
eastern side of the line.
za. That the water used for irigation (sic) shall be
equally devided (sic) between the two pueblos, the pueblo
of Acoma to use the water for seven days, when the pueblo
of Laguna may use the same for seven days, and this shall
be the manner of useing (sic) said water throughout the
year.
3d. That upon a refusal of either pueblo to comply
with this arrangement until their lands can 'be surveyed,
the government willcompell (sic) the delinquents to comply
with the above desission. (sic)
A. G. MAYERS,
Indian agent for the
Pueblos N. M.
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Mayers to W. W. H. Davis, Santa Fe, April 20, 1865 ""
Sante (sic) Fe April 20th 1856
Sir
I take the liberty of Recommending to you the perchase (sic) of the following articles for the use and benefit of the Pueblo Indians viz
Ploughs of a different Kind Perchased (sic) heretofore,
as they do not understand how to put them together. A
light . Plough something similar to the common shovel
Plough used in the states would answer a better purpose.
the soil is Generally a light sandy soil and would be much
better cultivated by the Kind of Plough I Recommend for.
the Pueblos.
Shovels with long handles, by which they could throw
the dirt out of the ditches with more ease.
Hoes & spades of the same Kind heretofore Furnished.
Some 'Mattocks would be very usefull, (sic)
Drawing Knifs (sic) and foot adas, (sic) with axes,
chisels; Hand, saws, & augers are much needed at Each
Pueblo.
One or two light Harrows for Each Pueblo, (20 in
number) the only way they now cultivate & level their
Fields is by a Round Log, which is Dragged (sic) over
the fields after Ploughing (or scratching) the Earth with.
their Rude Plough now in use, by this process the ground
becomes hard, while the grain does not look well.
I noticed on my trip that some Land cultivated by an
american, along side of a Mexican, looked so much better
Cultivated than theirs, they wonder at the difference in
their crops, when they are told the cause, they appear astonished.
.
The Pueblo Indians are all Farmers. I think it would
be good Policy to have say two good Farmers Employed to
show them how to cultivate their Fields and farm their
Lands, say One for. the southern Pueblos, and one for the
northern Portion.
By adopting this course the Indians would soon adopt
our plan of Cultivation, the Result (of?) which would be
this, they would Raise double the amount of grain, & Forage for the use of the army would be proportionally
cheeper, (sic) while the Expenditure of Goverment (sic)
25. Enclosed by Davis in.·a letter to Manypenny •.April 22, 1856.
General Files, New Mexico, N 89/1856.

See O. I. A.,
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would be much less in consequence of the greater Supply,
... while the Expences (sic) of the indian department would
not be increased to a great Extent.
My object in makeing (sic) these suggestions will be
seen when I Explain to you the Propriety of sending you
this Report at this time. If any agricultural Implements
are to be sent to these People this year, my Report for the
next Quarter would not Reach the department in time to
Furnish the articles before another year. If delayed untill
(sic) next season, it will be two years before they could
have the use of them.
I am satisfied that much good would Result, by adopting this course, these indians would Require but Little aid
from the Goverment (sic) while their condition would
Greatly Improve.
I have the Honor to
Remain your obedent (sic) St
.A. G. MAYERS agent for the
Pueblos N. M.
His Excellency acting Gov.
W. W. H. Davis & Exofficio
supt. of 1. affairs Santa fe
N.M.
Mayers to Manypenny, Santa Fe, April 30,1856 26
Santa Fe April 30th 1856
Sir
At the Request of Govr. Meriwether I herewith forward to you a statement of the Quantity of the different
articles which should be perchased (eic) for the use of the
Pueblo Indians, as there is twenty Pueblos within the limits
of my agency.
100 Ploughs say 80 shovel or Bull tongue & 20 Coarse
Ploughs
.
25 Harrows-some of the Largest Pueblos to Receive 2
Harrows
60 Dozen long Handle shovels
"
60
Do short"
. 60 Do
"
"
Spades
with 6 Dozen Handles
6
Do axes
10 Do Hatchets" Handles
10 Do Drawing Knifes (sic)-assorted
26.

O. I. A., General Files. New Me",ico. M: 189/1866.
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an assortment of augers from %, to 11;2 Inch
"
"
" chisels Do " " "
"
40 hand saws this will give two to Each Pueblo
20 foot. adases
" "
"one"
"
"
40 picks or Mattocks 2 for Each Pueblo
The above comprises a list of such articles as I Recommend be "sent out" for the use of the Pueblo Indians, the
ballance (sic) of the appropriation would be Judiciously
Expended in Perchasing (sic) Hoes-they should not
weigh less than 3% to 4 Ibs Each. I am at a loss to Know
what amount of this fund Remains unexpended, I have
Received from his Excellency. in agricultural Implements
1005$ worth and Six Hundred ~ Thirty five Dollars 64/100
cts in cash, and most of the articles have been distributed
& the cash I have used for the Perchase (sic) of such Implements as meet with the approval of acting Gov. Davis, there
is still on hand about nine Dollars.
It is very desirable that these articles be sent out. this
season to Enable the agent to Distribute them next spring,"
27.

In this connection the subjoined letters are of interest:
Manypenny to Alfred Cumming, Washington, 'D. C., June 13, 1856. 0.1. A ..
Letter Book -no. 54, 354-355.
"There remains in the Treasury, a balance exceeding $8,000 of an appropriation
for making presents of Agricultural implements
to the Pueblo Indians of New
Mexico, a part of which, say $5000, can be probably used to the best advantage for
the service by purchasing and forwarding to Santa Fe soon, implements for distribution early next spring.
"I have lately receved (sic) a schedule of such articles as are needed. and now
enclose a copy thereof, as furnished by a letter of Agent A. G. Maye.rB of the 30th
April last. I also send you a COpy of Acting Gov. Davis' letter of the 22nd of the
same month, and its enclosure. for your information.
"I have concluded to ensure the transportation of the articles at the best time.
in the season, & to avail of the knowledge to be obtained at St. Louis respecting the
Santa Fe trade. and the requirements of the soil and climate of New Mexico, to
direct you to proceed to .purchase the agricultural and other implements asked for
by the Agent, by public advertisement of proposals Of. otherwise, or such per centage
of them as $5000 will. buy and transport, and also to make the necessary contract for
the transportation.
"Funds to pay for purchases will be sent you on your estimates, and you will also
send an estimate of the amount that will be needed to pay for the transportation.
"The expenses of the transportation will be paid "either at Santa Fe or at St.
Louis. as best suits the contractors for that service. If paid at St. Louis, it wili be
on the receipt (of) a certificate of the Governor of New Mexico, or the Agent for
the Pueblo Indians, that the articles have been received by him ·in good order, &
according to contract.
"For the performance of the -transportatlon contract, you will require reasonable
security. the contractors being liable as common carriers. for the safety of the goods
whilst in their hands.
"The details of your p roceedi uga herein will be left to your discretion, and vou
(1)

&c
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but I am ferefull (sic) this letter will Reach you to (sic)
late to have them forwarded, and it will be late next season
before they can be Reed. I was in hopes that His Excellency had perchased (sic) the articles Intended for the
Pueblo Indians, but he informed me that he did not &
Requested me to furnish you with a list to Enable you to
Judge what to Perchase. (sic)
I therefore Respectfully ask your consideration of the
subject as I am confident that a liberal Distribution of agricultural Implements will be gladly Received by a majority
of the Pueblo Indians.
I Have the Honor to be
your obedient Humble st.
A. G. MAYERS
agent for the Pueblo Indians
of New Mexico.
Hon G. W. Mennypenny (sic)
Commissioner of Indian
affairs Washington City
D. C.
Mayers to David Meriwether, Santa Fe, May 27, 1856.'"
Santa Fe May 27th 1856
Sir
I enclose you a copy of
Letter f'rom the Surveyor
General dated the 27th of May 1856, with a list of the
Pueblos that have not filed Title .Deeds &c.20
By reference to the list it will be seen that twelve
Pueblos have not filed their papers. I have never seen any
of the Pueblos of the following names viz: Taos, Zuni &
Moquim. (sic) The principle (sic) men of all the Pueblos

a

28.
29..

O. I., A., General Files, New Mexico, N 140/1856.
The surveyor general's letter appears to be missing.

will carry out these instructions with such degree of expedition as in your judgment
is for the interest of the United States,"
(2) Manypenny to David Meriwether, Washington, D. C., June 14, 1856. '0. 1.
A., Letter Book no. 54, 356-357.
"For reply in great part to the letter '()f, Agent Mayers, of the 30th April, written
at your request, and also to that of the aetng Governor, of the 22nd April,. on the
same subiect, I enclose you a copy of a letter written yesterday to the- Superintendent of Indian Affairs at St. Louis giving instructions about the purchase and
transportation of Agricultural implements for the Pueblo Indians.
"The balance of the appropriation for the Pueblos, will be subject to disbursement this year, or at some future period. in such manner, and on such occasion as
you deem best."
.
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except the three above mentioned have during the last nine
months visited this agency.
It will be seen that but eight out of the whole number
have filed their Documents. I have on all occasions requested
the Indians to bring in the Documents but they have failed
to do so, I have no doubt that evil disposed persons have
made them believe that the Government intends to take
their lands from them, they feel a reluctance in giving up
the Title Deeds.
If it is your wish that I shall visit the' Pueblos for the
purpose of collecting their Documents, I will be ready at
any moment to do so. I could visit the Pueblos of the North
West without an escort it would be impossible for me to
visit the Zuni & Moquim (sic) without an escort. The following is a list of the Pueblos that live in the North West,
viz: the Picuries, Santa Clara, San Ildefonso, Namba, (sic)
Posiaque, (sic) Tesuque & Taos. By calling on the Pueblos
I have no doubt that I can obtain their D o c u m e n t s . / " /
I have the Honor to remain
Your obedient Servant
A. G. MAYERS
agent for the Pueblo Indians
N.M.
His Excellency D. Meriwether :
Exofficio Sup't of Indian affairs
Santa Fe, New Mexico.
.
Meriwether to Mayers, Santa Fe, June 2, 1856.30
'Office of Sup't of Indian Affairs.
Santa Fe June 2d 1856.
Sir:
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your communications of the 27th & 30th of May last, enclosing copies of two
letters from the Surveyor General of this Territory relative
to the Pueblo Indians and their grants for lands; and to
respond as follows.
.
You will write to Agent C. Carson at Taos requesting
him to procure and .transmit to you the grants of the Pueblos of Taos, Pecuris (sic) ; and you are at liberty to visit,
for the purpose of procuring their grants, the Pueblos of
San Ildefonso, Nambe, Pujoaque, (sic) Tesuque and Santa
Clara; I expect to pass in the vicinity of the Pueblos of'
Sandia, Isleta, Zuni, and Moqui during the present summer
30.

O. I. A., General Files, New Mexico, N ·140/1856.
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and will endeavor to procure their grants myself; and as
the grant for the Pueblo of Laguna is on file in the Clerks
office of Socorro County, you will see judge Watts on his
return and devise some plan for procuring either the original or, a certified copy thereof. And as there seems to be
a colision (sic) or conflict in the grants to Accoma (sic) and
Laguna, and as there is a suit now pending between those
two Pueblos to settle this difficulty you will request the Surveyor General not to act upon either of these two claims
until both grants are filed with him.
When visiting any of the' Pueblos you are at liberty to
assist the Surveyor General in procuring the statistical information which he desires, and you will request agent
Carson to do so when he visits the Pueblos of Taos and
Pecuris. (sic)
(Signed) Very Respectfully
Your Ob'd't Servant
D. MERIWETHER Govr. and
Supt of 1. A. in New Mexico
Maj A. G. Mayers
Indian Agent
Present
Mayers to Meriwether, Santa Fe, June 13, 1856:'
Santa Fe New Mexico
June 13, 1856.
&1':
.
~
'. I am in receipt of your letter datedi:JJune 12th 1856.'"
In reply to which I have to say, as youdid not request me
to make a Report on my return, I did 'not suppose it important to do so until I made up my quarterly Report.
I now comply with your request, by stating that at San
Ildefonso I learned that the papers or Documents of that
Pueblo were lost or mislaid, that the Indians promised me
to visit Santa Fe in a few days and testify to the facts,
which I suppose they will do.
I could not reach Santa Clara Pueblo on account of
high water in the Rio Del Norte, two of the principal men
of this Pueblo crossed the river, from them I received
a promise that they would bring the papers or documents
to Santa Fe, as soon as they could ford the river with their
animals.
31.
32.
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At Pojoaqua (sic) I found that the Indians had no
Documents, they Informed me that in the year 1837 the
Mexican Prefects or alcaldas (sic) demanded from them
their papers or documents since which time none of the
people of this Pueblo know any thing about their titles, for
a more general report of the condition of this Pueblo, I
ask your Indulgence until the end of the present Quarter.
At Namba, (sic) I found this Pueblo in precisely the
same condition of (as ") Pojoaqua,(sic) so far as relates to
their papers or Documents, a full report will be made at
the end of the present Quarter.
At Tesuque I found the Govr. had gone to Santa Fe, I
however met him on the road and he informed me that he
would bring in the papers or documents of his Pueblo in a
. .
few days.
The above statement relative to my visit to the Pueblos;
Is a reply to that portion of your letter in which you say I
urge the propriety of my visiting certain Indian Pueblos
with a view of procuring the title papers under which they
claim the lands occupied by them respetfully (sic) &c.
If you will refer to your first instructions to me, you
will see that you there Require me to act with the. surveyor general when the titles to Pueblo Lands are Involved.
I have further to state that in your letter dated June
2d I was permitted to obtain the Statistical Information
which the Surveyor General desired&c.
You also in a conversation with me on the same subject requested me to be very cautious in making enquiries
of the Pueblo Indians, not to arouse any suspicions in their
minds by asking too many questions, &c.
In view of these precautions I did not obtain as full
and complete Returns of the different Pueblos as might
have been obtained, had I enquired more closely into their
affairs, the most complete returns of the abstract consist
in the whole number of souls found in the six Pueblos that
I visited," I am confident this is nearly or quite correct.
Some of these People are very Ignorant and can hardly
understand the questions asked, but one thing I can say
without the fear of successful contradiction, that they are
an honest hard working and industrious people, and deserve
the fostering care and protection of our Government.
33. The abstract mentdoned is not filed with N 140/1856, nor has a careful examination brought it to light.
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So far as you do not understand the abstract which I
furnished, I have to say that it was a hasty sketch drawn
up by Mr. Whiting translator of the Surveyor Generals
Office.
I made a copy of this abstract and laid it before you.
I did not suppose it was so uninteligible (sic) as you seem
to find it, the dots you speak of mean nothing as the explanation of the addition of figures show.
I hope this will be a satisfactory response to your letter
of yesterday.
I remain very Respectfully your
Obedient Servant
A. G. MAYERS
agent for the Pueblo Indians
of New Mexico.
D. Meriwether Govr.
& Exofficio Supt. of
Indian affairs Santa
Fe New Mexico.
Mayers to Manypenny, Santa Fe, June 28, 1856.3<
Santa fe New Mexico June 28th 1856
Sir
I -addressed a .letter to the supJI-intendent of Indian
affairs in the following words.
.
Sir
from a conversation with you on yesterday I
presume you object to a portion of the contingent Expences
(sic) of my office. I will thank you to furnish me with your
objections; to Enable me to Explain them. I am desirous of
doing this to prevent a misapprehension of my official acts,
please answer this before the mail closes and Oblige.
verry (sic) Respectfully
your obedient st. d.
A. p~. MAYERS
Agent for the Pueblo
..,
i
Indians of N. M.
His Excellency D Meri~ether
.
Exofficio Superintendent
of Indian affairs
Santa Fe N. M.
'j

34.
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In Reply to this letter I Recived (sic) the vouchers No.6,
and No. 14, with the superintendents objections, Endorsed
on the back of each voucher.
In reply to the first I have to say that 1 did not charge
one cent more than my actual Expences, (sic). which under
the Instructions of acting Govr. W. W. R Davis who said
they would be paid. (se (sic) his letter a copy of which you
will find Enclosed) "" .
. .
.
I have to.statethat Mr. Ward was furnished with Public animals, while I had to hire them for the Trip. Mr.
Ward Informed me that at Laguna his' friend with who he
stoped (sic) with did not charge him or the Goverment (sic)
anything for his stay at the Pueblo, by reference to Mr.
Gormans bill, it will be seen that I Remained at his house for
three days, and his charge was Eighteen dollars for board
and horse feed. I was delayed longer. at the .Pueblo than I
should have been, If the Indians had not left for santa Fe,
I had to send runners after them and wait untill (sic) their
return, when I transacted the busness (sic) with the two
Pueblos, and returned to my agency, made a report to acting
GovrvDavis," and beleive (sic) performed the dutys (sic)
of my mission to the satisfaction of that Officer, at all events
I find no further complaints of the People of these two
Pueblos, the Acamas (sic) & Lagunans.
.
Scince (sic) that time, IIi Relation to the charge for
room rent, I have to say, that the office, or part of office that
I occupy is not a suitable place for an agency, with its present occupancy. I beleive (sic) that I am like other agents,
Entitled to have a suitable house for that purpose, I made
this known long ago, I will now state my objections to my
present arrangments. (sic) ,
.'
In the first (place?) the govenor (sic) knows that I
have only a desk and chair in the office, which is occupied
by his clerk, that People of everry (sic) kind are continually
passing in and out of the office, that I never carried the key
of the office, or Exercised any Controle (sic) over It, that I
told acting Govr Davis long ago that it was not a suitable
place for my agency unless I had the room to myself,' and
that I thought and still think, my agency should be. disconnected with any other office, that I did not suppose the Goverment (sic) Expected me to camp out, as I was willing to
keep my office in the room of the clerk of the public build35.
36.
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ings for the sake of Economy, as I could, not sleep in 'this
room I charged ten, dollars for, the room at, the Hotel. If 1
had taken a House, it would have cost the Goverment (sic)
more than double that amount. I pointed out the Extra
Expence (sic) to acting Govr, Davis. Govr. Davis told me
if I was not satisfied with my present office I could rent one
at not more than ten or twelve dollars per month, when I
informed him that If I done so it would cost the Goverment
(sic) 'at least two Hundred dollars more a year than under
my present arrangments. (sic)
In view of this, and with a desire to be as Economical
as possible I have continued to charge ten dollars for the
room I occupy. I have always supposed that an Indian
agent was Entitled to .an agency-I do not consider a corner
in an office an agency.
Now, so faras Extravagance is concerned. I think my
office Expenditu.re(s) are as small as any agent in New
Mexico, beleiving (sic) that I am Entitled to charge this
Item I have done so..
" His Excellency might with much more propriety have
disallowed my charge for the hire of animals on my trip to
San Ildefonso, Santa Clara, San Juan, Pojoaque, Namba,
(sic) & Teseque (sic) Pueblos, as there was at the time I
made the trip five public animals belonging to the Indian
department in the lot doing nothing. I was Refused the
use of any of them, and had to hire other animals, which
cost six dollars-s-se (sic) voucher, No.~
.
Sir ' I find much difficulty in giving satisfaction to the
superintendent. I find that nothing I' do meets with the
approval of that officer, he has yet to coincide with me in
any important suggestions which I have made. In relation
to my duty as agent, If I have not full filled (sic) my mission,
I can say that I Honestly Endevoured(sic) to do so, I could
say much more, but will take some other time to say it. I
have to regrete (sic) that I felt bound to a single word, &
hope you will Pardon me for intruding on you this Letter.
I have the Honor to
Remain your obedent (sic) st.
A. G. MAYERS
agent for the Pueblo
Indians of N. M.
Hon. G. W. Menypenny (sic)
Commissioner of
Indian affairs
Washington City D. C.

LETTERS TO AND FROM A. G. MAYERS

31!)

Mayers to Manypenny, Santa Fe, July 21,185687
Santa Fe New Mexico
July 21st 1856
Sir
I have the Honor of acknowledging your Communication to the Hon. W. K. Sebastian dated May 27th 1856,
granting me leve (sic) of absence for ninety Days, for
which I make my acknowledgments. My health has
(been?) bad for some three weeks, and I do not consider it
Prudent to take my leve (sic) at Present, but will duly
notify the superintendent of my intention to go, and hope
this course will meet with your approbation.
I have the Honor
to Remain your Obedent (sic)
st.
A. G. MAYERS
agent for the Pueblo
Indians of N. M.
Hon. G. W. Menypenny (sic)
Commissioner of Indian
affairs
Washington City D. C.
Meriwether to Mayers, Santa Fe, July 30, 1856. 38
Office of Supt. of Indian Affairs
Santa Fe July 30th 1856
Sir
Congress having made a special appropriation for purchasing Agricultural impliments (sic). for the Pueblo
Indians, it is both illegal and contrary to my verbal instructions to you, to expend the funds placed in your hands for
the purpose of paying the contingent expenses of your office,
in the purch (ase) of suchimpliments. (sic) You had better
therefore indeavour (sic) to get the merchant of whom you
recently purchased such articles, to take them back and
refund you the purchase money; and in future, you will in
no event expend any portion of the funds placed in your
hands to pay the contingent expenses of your office, for any
other purpose whatever.
And as you have recommended that the Hon Com of
Indian Affairs purchase in the States, and forward to this
Territory, the Agricultural impliments (sic) intended for
the Pueblo Indians, and as he has informed me that orders
have been given to the Supt of Indian Affairs in St Louis to
37.
38.
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make the purchases, You will make no further expenditure
for any simelar (sic) purpose, or out of this special appropriation untill (sic) further instructions from this office.
Very respectfully
. Your obt svnt
D. MERIWETHER Govr
and supt of I A in N M
Majr A. G. Mayers
Indian Agent
Present
Mayers to Manypenny, Santa Fe, August 30, 1856..'
Santa Fe New Mexico august 30th 1856
Sir
As the: superintendent of Indian affairs has stated that
he intended to send my corrispondence (sic) and that of
agent C. Carson to the Hon commissioner of Indian affairs,
and as he no doubt will put his own construction upon it,
allow me to say that I have no objections to your being fully
advised of any dereliction of duty on my part In every
particular. I take the liberty of saying that I am not aware
of any Discourtesy towards that officer. I have endevoured
<(sic) to discharge the duties of Pueblo agent and nothing
more. I came here for no other purpose, and I expected that
as the agent of these Indians I would be permitted to Exercise the functions of my agency, but have I been permitted
to do so. I say not, his Excellency has apportioned out a
part of my duties to other agents, and appointed his Son
O. R. Meriwether a sub agent with Instructions to perform
a part of them. I have just grounds for complaint, unless
his Excellency considers me incompetent, such a course is
not calculated to Enspire (sic) that confidence which an
agent ought to have over the Indians. I confess I felt mortified that my usefullness (sic) is in a manner Distroyed
(sic) by such a course, and informed the superintendent
that I felt able and willing to discharge the duty of --Pueblo
agent without the assistance of other agents, or sub agents.
If this course is proper I might as well not occupy the position I do. Indeed the better way would be to close the
agency altogether, this would save the .goverment (sic) all
the Expence, (sic) and I would be saved the Humiliating
position in which his Excellency has been pleased to place
me.
39.

o.

1. A•• General Files, New Mexico, M 195/1856.

f

I

!

LET.TERSTO AND FROM A. G. MAYERS

321

. I shall not trouble theHon commissioner with a defence
of my official conduct. I shall start for the states in Octobel" or November. I· shall then take the liberty. of sending
such a statement of facts from the Record to show that I
have done all that could be done to aid the superintendent
in the discharge of his duties, and I think if any discourtesies have been. practiced it was the superintendent, and not
myself who had practised discourtesies. One word more
and I wilt close, his Excellency has intimated in' the letter
Enclosed that I have used the funds in my hands for other
purposes than that which they were intended they should
be applyed, (sic) I have to say that I have not used a single
Dollar of Public money Except to perchase (sic) agricultural Implements or to pay the Expences (sic) of my office.
I am ready at any moment to account for every dollar of
money in my hands, my official bond should protect me
from imputation on that account; I never at anyone time
have had one tenth of the amount of my bond at anyone
time in my hands.. I ask for a rigid investigation into my
official conduct, I have no fears of the result. I apoligise
. (sic) for his letter, I could not say less, I shall say much
more at some future period. .
.
I have the Honor to remain
your obedient st.
A. G. MAYERS,
Agent for the Pueblo Indians'
of New Mexico
Hon.G. W. Menypenny (sic)
Commissioner of Indian
affairs Washington City D. C.
<0

Mayers to Manypenny, Santa Fe, September 10,1856.4.1
Santa fe Sept 10, 1856
Sir
Enclosed you will please find a corrispondence (sic)
between myself and the superintendent of Indian affairs of
New Mexico.
I have just grounds of complaint at the manner I have
been treated, and this corrispondence (sic) will show your
Honor that my usefullness (sic) has been distroyed, (sic)
by the manner of deviding (sic) out the duties of my agency
to others. I am honest when I say to you that unless the
agent over the Pueblo Indians is permitted to do his duty,
40.
.. 41.

See Meriwether to Mayers. July 30. above.
O. 1. A .• General Files. New Mexico. M 211/1856. No.1.

322

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

It would be far better to close this agency. I am not such a
hankerer after office that I cannot give up the Position. I
am unwilling to occupy a position when I cannot be usefull
(sic) to my Country, and I am shure (sic) that the Expence
(sic) of Keeping up ail agency for the Pueblo Indians is not
necessary If the agent is not allowed to perform the duties
of his office. If I had been permitted, I could have had the"
agricultural Implements for the Pueblos here long ago, and
distributed them among these People, but such has been the
restrictions under which I have laboured, that I am unable
to make a full report of the condition of the Pueblo Indians,
as yet no presents have arrived this summer, nor am I
aware that any are on the road, yet more than two years
has elapsed scince (sic) congress has made the appropriation' for the Perchase, (sic) now so far as it has suited the
officers who have controle (sic) in new Mexico to war upon
me, I do not care a cent. I have tryed (sic) to do justice to
the Indians without regard to outside Partys. (sic) If I
have prevented the appropriation of the Pueblo Indians
from passing through' the hands of the speculators, I am
glad of it, it was my duty to see that the Indians were not
swindled. I ask no favours let my official conduct receive
the most rigid investigation. I defy any man to say that I
have not acted Honestly. I am ready at any moment to
settle my account and account for everry (sic) dollars that
has come into my hands. I shall leve (sic) for the states
either this mail or the next and will thank you to write to
New orleans if you have any Communication to make.
I have the Honor to be
your Obedient st.
.
A. G. MAYERS
agent for the Pueblo
. Indians of N. M.
Hon. G. W. Mennypenny (sic)
Commissioner of Indian
affairs Washington City D. C. .
(Copy) (first letter)'"
Meriwether to Mayers, Santa Fe, June 2, 1856."

*

*

* .

O. 1. A., General Files, New Mexico, M 211/1856, No.2.
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42.
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Santa feSept 10th 1856.
Sir
you will see by the above letter that the superintendent
of Indian affairs has -devided (sic) out the duties of my
agency between himself & agent C. Carson. below you will
please find an abstract of his instructions to his son O. R.
Meriwether 'who he has appointed sub agent to visit a part
of the Indians over which I Preside.
office of the superintendent of Indian
affairs santa Fe July 21st 1856
(2d letter Instructions)
as you will pass in the vicinity of the Pueblos of Sandia
and Isleta, you will Request the Govrs. of these Pueblos to
send me the grants of their lands, to be filed in the surveyor
Genl. office. be particular to explain to those Indians that
my object is not to deprive them of their lands, but to perfect their titles. you will Receive $3.50 per Day for your
services, and your necessary traveling Expences (sic) will
be paid also, and you are Expected to Keep an Exact account
of everry (sic) Expenditure, and to return at as early a
day as may be consistant (sic) with a proper discharge of
your duties.
Respectfully yours &c.
D. MERIWETHER Gov
and supt. of Indian affairs
inN. M.
Mr. O. R. Meriwether
Present
Sir, allow me to call your attention to the law regulating
the duties of Indian agents, and respectfully ask you if his
Excellency has not done me great injustice in deviding (sic)
out my official duties to Himself & agent C. Carson and
appointing his son sub agent to visit a Portion of my tribe
of Indians. Certainly If three or four different Persons
are to act as the Pueblo agent, my usefullness (sic) must be
distroyed, (sic) and with all due defference (sic) to the
manner in which his Excellency has permitted my official
duties to be devided (sic) out among others, I have yet to
learn where he gets his authority from to appoint his son
to visit any of the Pueblo Indians.
while writing this letter I have had the following letter
laid before me. his Excellency is Evidently in an ill humor,
but I shall treat his Communication with all the respect due
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to it. while I am willing that the Higher tribunal to which
he refers shall judge us both, I am not affraid (sic) to have
my official conduct laid before the world. I have endevoured
(sic) to discharge the duties of Indian agent Properly, and
court investigation into all. my official acts, and If the least
suspecion (sic) attaches to me and I cannot explain it, I am
willing to be dismissed without ceremony. below you have
his Excellencys Letter.
Office of supt. of Indian affairs
Santa fe Sept 4th 185G.
Sir

(Copy of 3d Letter)
In answer to your Communication of yesterday allow
me to inform you that you are mistaken in supposing that
I have devided (sic) out the duties of your agency to other
agents & to sub agent O. R. Meriwether, and to suggest
the Propriety of enquiring into the truth of such matters
before you enter your Protest.
In one Instance I instructed you to request agent C.
Carson to attend to some busness (sic) for you with the
Pueblos of Taos & Pecuris, (sic) to save you from traveling over 150 miles, and the goverment (sic) the Expenee
(sic) of this journey. at the time of giving you this instruction no objection whatever was made, nor did I ever hear
of any objection on your Part, untill (sic) after agent Carson had declined performing the service, requested by you,
which was about two months after my instructions were
given.
. .
O. R. Meriwether never has held the appointment of
sub agent, but in July last I had occasion to send him to
Laguna to attend to some busness (sic) for agent Dodge
when the latter was sick, and as he had to pass by the
Pueblos of Sandia and Isleta, I sent a message by him to
the Govrs. of these Pueblos, requesting them to bring or
send their grants to be filed in the Surveyor Genl. office.
this was done when you were recovering from a spell of
sickness, and after I have requested you to make the Journey if you were able to do so, and you had declined. this
. is the only service he has performed in connexion (sic)
. with the Pueblo Indians scince (sic) your arrival in the
Territory.
I have deemed it . proper to make these Explanations
that my acts may not be misunderstood or misrepresented,
and with the hope of quieting these unfounded Jelousies
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(sic) on your part, but must beg leve (sic) to decline any
further corrispondence (sic) with you as to the manner of
discharging the duties of my office, as there is a higher
power to which we are both ameanable, (sic) and I hope to
be pardoned for failing to notice such ill founded complaints
in future.
signed very Respectfully your
obedt st D. MERIWETHER
Govr & supt. of In. .affs N. M.
A. G. Mayers
Indian agent
Present.
Sir this letter« shows that the supt. desires to excuse
himself and trys to explain that he has not appointed others
to perform my official duties, and says he sent a message to
the pueblos by his son as "he was passing by or in their
nabourhood. (sic) now look at his letter and then read
his instructions to his son, and you will see that instead of
sending a message he was instructed to get the grants, and
bring them or have them -sent to him. now sir, does this
not show plainly that my official duties have been devided
(sic) out among other agents and special or sub agent O. R.
Meriwether. the above letter admits all that I have ever
claimed. (that is to discharge the duties of my office urithout
the assistance of other agents, sub agents, or special
agents.)
His Excellency finds it convenient to create offices for
his son, while he pays him liberally for his Services, and
furnishes him with Public animals to ride, while he denies
me an officer of the goverment (sic) the use of Public animals. this his Excellency says is done to save Expences.
(sic) now Sir the trip his son "made cost the Goverment
(sic) forty Dollars while the services performed amounted
to nothing; yet when his son can be employed His Excellency finds it quite conveniant (sic) to pay his Expences
(sic) and furnish a Public animal to ride.
The Superintendent appears to be indignant that I
should .write him letters in Relation to the manner he discharges the duties of his office. let me assure you Sir, that
I never objected to the superintendents manner of performing his duty, Except when he disregards my rights, and I
shall whenever that officer violates my official rights, take
°
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the liberty of speaking of his injustice, Either officially or
otherwise.
I have the Honor to
Remain your obedent (sic) st.
A. G. MAYERS
agent for the Pueblo Indians
of N. M.
Hon. G. W. Menypenny (sic)
Commissioner of Indian
affairs Washington City D. ·C.
Santa fe New Mexico Sept 8th 1856'"
Sir
Allow me to call your attention to the law Providing for
the organization of the department of Indian affairs. .the
5th section and 7th section of the law defines the duties of
agents, and sub agents, and as you have thought Proper to
devide (sic) out the duties of my agency to other agents, and
sub agent O. R. Meriwether, I enter my Protest against such
a course, beleiving (sic) myself competent to discharge the
duties of Pueblo agent without the assistance of other
agents or sub agents.
I have called your attention to the above Law, in order
that my usefullness (sic) may not be distroyed (sic) with
the Pueblo Indians. all I ask is that if I am the agent for
the Pueblo Indians, that I be permitted to discharge the
duties of agent. that it is not Proper to devide (sic) out
the duties of my agency among others, must be manifest,
while it has a tendency to lessen my influence over these
.
People.
I hope sir hereafter you will not appoint other agents
or sub agents to visit any of the Pueblo Indians, while I am
at all times ready and willing to discharge the duties of my
office without the assistance of outside irresponsible Persons.
very Respectfully your
Obedent (sic) st. A. G. MAYERS
agent for the Pueblo Indians
ofN. M.
His Excellency
D~ Meriwether Exofficio
superintendent of In. Afs.
Santa fe N. M.
45.
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Santa fe N. M. Septr. 10th 1856'"
Sir
In reply to your letter dated sept. 9th I have to say that
I did not expect a reply to my letter dated september 8th
although you have deemed it proper to answer it. allow me
to call your attention to that part of your Letter in which
you say O. R. Meriwether never has held the appointment
of sub agent.
Allow me to call your attention to the Instructions
given to O. R. Meriwether when he was sent to Laguna on
some busness. (sic) In those instructions you direct him to
call upon the Govrs. of Sandia, and Isleta, and obtain their
grants, the following is the Exact instructions vizAs you will pass in the vicinity of the Pueblos of sandia
and Isleta, you will request the govrs. of those Pueblos to
send me (you) the grants of their land, to be filed in the
surveyor Genl. office.. be particular to Explain to these
Indians, that my. object is not to deprive them of their
lands, but to perfect their Titles &c. &c.
Now sir what is this but the appointment of a sub
agent over me, to send your son to perform 'a portion of my
duty. I deny your power to do this, arid ask you to show
me your power to devide (sic) 'the duties of my agency out
among others. Sir I should not complain of this course, If
I thought it was best to have three or four different Persons
who Shall perform the duty of Pueblo agent, but neither
your Excellency nor acting Govr. Davis ever permitted me
to perform the functions of my office, but on the contrary
I have been represented to the Hon. Commissioner of Indian
affairs that I wanted to violate rules heretofore Established,
&c. and many oilier things that has had a tendency to distort my motives, in the. discharge of the duties of Pueblo
agent. all I ask is that a fair investigation be had in relation to my official conduct, and that hereafter If there is any
duties to perform within my agency, that I be permitted to
perform it.
'
In regard to my corrisponding (sic) with you as to
the manner of discharging the duties of my (your) office
&c. &c. let me say that I .do not object to the manner of
your performing the duties of your office, but I do object
to your deviding (sic) the duties of my office out to other
agents. while I acknowledge myself in duty bound to obay
(sic) your instructions, I also claim the right to take acceptions (sic) to any illegal acts of the superintendent.
46.
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In conclusion, as you say there is a higher tribunal or
power, to which we are both amenable, & you say you
hope to be pardoned for failing to notice such illfounded
complaints in future, let me say that my complaints are not
Illfounded, but are founded on the truth, and (will stand the
closest scrutiny, and as the object I had in view has been
accomplished, lleve (sic) the matter in the hands of that
tribunal to which you refer, and have no fears but that I
will be fully sustained in my position. as you have stated
you intended to send my corrispondence (sic) and that of
agent Carson to the Hon. Commissioner of Indian affairs; I
have the Honor to inform your Excellency that I shall send
copies of this corrispondence (sic) to that officer.
verry (sic) Respectfully your
Obedient st
A. G. MAYERS
agent for the Pueblo
Indians of N. M.
His Excellency D. Meriwether
Exofficio superintendent
of Indian affairs Santa fe
N.M.
Mayers to Manypenny, Santa Fe, November 1, 1856."
Santa Fe N. M. Novr. 1st 1856
Sir
By virtue of a leve (sic) of absence granted to me by
you, Ileve (sic) today with the mail for the States.
With the approbation of the superintendent of Indian
affairs, I have retained Mr. John Ward as Interpreter and
.
leve (sic) him in charge of my agency.
Very Respectfully
Your obt. St.
A. G. MAYERS
agent for the Pueblo
Indians of N. M.

. Hon

G. W. Manypeny
Commissioner of
Indian affairs
Washington City D. C.
Approved
D. Meriwether Govr
and supt. of I A in N M
47.
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Mayers to Manypenny, New Orleans, December 10, 1856:s
New Orleans La Decr 10th 1856
Sir
You will see by this Letter that I have arrived at New
orlns. (sic) I have availed myself of your leve (sic) of
absence for Ninety days forty of which are past at this date,
to return within the time allowed me would require me to
start back almost immediatly, (sic) under these circumstances I will thank you to Extend my leve (sic) of absence
for Ninety days longer.
and in the mean while r could attend to some busness
(sic) belonging to my agency as I am now in the states
would it not be good Policy for me to perchase (sic) the
agricultural Implements for the Pueblo Indians. If Permitted to do this, I could select such articles as I have recommended for them, and I am satisfied they can be perchased (sic) at an advatage (sic) over the goods turned
over to me in santa Fe.
there are many suggestions that I could make in behalf
of the Pueblo Indians that should receive attention, while I
am at a loss to know why the appropriation for the Pueblo
Indians has been withheld from them. it is now nearly
three years scince (sic) congress made this appropriation
yet there has not been over sixteen hundred & forty Dolls
& seventy five cents Expended out of the ten thousand dolls
appropriated, for the Pueblo Indians.
when I left santa fe the superintendent of Indian
affairs stated that he was not aware of any Implements
being Perchased (sic) for the Pueblo Indians, and as so long
a time has Elapsed scinee (sic) the appropriation was made
It seems to me it is not at all improper to bring the subject
to your notice, that steps may be taken to distribute this
appropriation among the -Pueblo Indians. I can see no just
cause for further delay, and hope you will Pardon me for
thus frankly Expressing my opinion on the subject, and
again calling your attention to the subject.
I am ready and anxious to perform any duty pertaining to my agency, and considering the perchase (sic) of
agricultural implements of much importance to the Pueblo
Indians, I hope that another season may not pass without
their getting their Presents, and as I am now here and willing to Perform any service pertaining to my Indians I hope
to be. permitted to discharge the duty of my office. If the
48.
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goods have been perchased, (sic) all right. I do not wish
to usurp the Power of the supt. I simply wish to forward
the interest of the Indians of my agency.
I send this through Hon. R. W. Johnson and shall be
ready at any minute to give attention to any order that you
may think Proper to give.
I Remain very
Respectfully your
obt. st. A. G. MAYERS
agent for the Pueblo
Indians of N. M.
Hon. G. W. Manypenny
Commissioner of Ind.
aff. Washington City D. C.
P.S. when I left santa fe Govr. Meriwether was very sick.
no Indian hostilities in new mexico. on my way in a few
days before I reached Eagle spring, Texas, a Party of alabama Emagrants (sic) were attacked by Muscalare (sic)
apache Indians, four of them were wounded they lost five
out of nine animals and they suppose they Killed four of the
Indians. we did not see any Indians during the trip, but
heard marty rumors (sic) of depredations committed on the
road, on trains, and small Partys, (sic) rhe alabamians
(sic) had seven men in all. I saw the wounded, none of
which were dangerous; although suffering greatly for medical aid. the Party are from Marion County alabama, the
Capt name is J. C. Read.
very Respectfully A. G. MAYERS
agent
Hon. G. W. Manypenny
Comm. of In. aff. Washington City D. C.
Manypenny to Mayers, Washington, D. C., December 23,
1856."
Department of the Interior
Office Indian Affairs
December 23rd 1856
Mayers, Esq. A. G.
New Orleans,
La:
Sir:
.
I have considered the matters presented in your
letter of the 10th instant, which has been handed to me by
Hon. R. W. Johnson.
49.
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Under the special circumstances of the case, your leave
of absence is hereby renewed so as to extend one hundred
and twenty days from the time of leaving Santa Fe; but
this period is as long as can be deemed proper in any case;
and should you not report for duty at Santa Fe at the expiration of that time, I should deem it improper to allow your
pay for the time thereafter elapsing, until you resume your
duties.
The matter of purchasing implements was committed,
under instructions of this Office (of which Governor Meriwether was informed) ," of June 13th & July 8th, 1856, to
Alfred Cumming Supt. Indian Affairs at St. Louis." A
report is expected from him soon on this subject, after the
receipt of which I shall be prepared to come to a definite
determination in the premises.
If the fund appropriated for "presents to the Pueblo
Indians" has not been disbursed as rapidly as you have
thought to be most advantageous, circumstances have
occurred, under which, in the judgment of Governor Meriwether, and of this Office, it is believed the best that could
have been done, was done.
It is presumed that you were aware of all the facts, and
the orders of this Office in the premises; and if so I am at a
loss to determine why your letter was not enclosed direct
to the Office, as is usual, and in conformity with the regulations of the Department.
Very Respectfully,
Your Obt. Servant,
GEO. W. MANYPENNY,
Commissioner.
Manypenny to Mayers, Washington, D. C., December 26,
. 1856:'
Department of the Interior
Office Indian Affairs
December 26th 1856
Mayers,A. G.
Indian Agent for New Mexico,
New Orleans, La:
Sir:
. In a letter of Acting Governor Davis under date of
60. Manypenny to Meriwether, June 14, 1866. O. 1. A., Letter Book no. 04.
356-357. Quoted, ante, p. 312, note 27.
51. Manypenny to Cumming, June 13, 1856. O. I. A., Letter Book rn>. 54.
345-365. Quoted, ante, p, 311, note 27.
52. O. I. A., Letter Book no. 55, .472.
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29th March last, the attention of this Office was called to
two suggestions in one of your monthly reports viz: that
an appropriation be asked for surveying and establishing
the boundary of the lands belonging to the various Indian
pueblos in the Territory of New Mexico: and the report by
Congress of the law of the territorial legislature creating
the pueblos bodies politic or corporate, and giving them the
rights to sue and be sued.
It is now important, if any steps are to be taken: on
these subjects during the present Session of Congress, that
any suggestions you may have to 'offer be forwarded to this
.
Office with as little delay as practicable.
Very Respectfully,
Your Obt. Servant,
GEO. W. MANYPENNY,
Commissioner.
Mayers to Manypenny, New Orleans, January 3, 1857:"
New Orleans J any 3d 1857
Sir
Your Letter dated December 26th 1856 came to hand to
day and I hasten a Reply.
To the first question In relation to Surveying the different Pueblos. Its importance will appear from the fact that
many of the Pueblos are now occupied by Mexican Citizens,
who claim lands under various Titles, none of which I
beleive (sic) are valid.. they Pretend to claim under the
laws of mexico after the Conquest from Spain. by reference to the original grants to the Pueblo Indians by Spain,
it will be seen that the Penalety (sic) for seIling any of their
Pueblo Lands was punished by death. scince (sic) that
time however many of the Pueblos have been Encroached
upon by mexicans, untiII (sic) many of the Pueblos best
Lands have been taken from them. some of the few Pueblos
that I visited, I found the best lands occupied by Mexicans,
and when I wished to Know how and why they held these
Lands, I was meet (sic) with insolence, and for this Reason
I have Recommended the survey of the Different Pueblos,
that each Pueblo might Know their Limits. the only way
to Establish the rights of the Indians is to survey their
grants, marks their Bounderies, (sic) and Patant (sic) their
Lands to them, and then let them govern themselves by laws
of their own, subject to the laws of the united states in
crimanal (sic). cases. there always will be ·law suits
53.
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brought against the Indians, and the only way to prevent it
is to allow them to administer their own affairs among
themselves, which they are well qualified to do. by survying (sic) their Lands, and allowing them to govern among
themselves they would be a much more prosperous People.
The best reason I can give for the repeal of the law
permitting these Indians to sue and be sued, .is the fact that
the lawyers and not the Indians are benifited (sic) by it.
the law suits between the Pueblo of Acama (sic) and
Laguna has already cost the Parties several Hundred Dollars If not thousands, whereas If the agent had the Power
to settle the differences between them, It could be .done at
very little cost, and certainly it would be less expencive
(sic) than to pass through the courts, and pay Lawyers fees
.& court Charges. Another annoyance to the Pueblo Indians
is the alcaldes of the inferior courts frequently harass them
by entertaining Petty and frivilous suits against the Pueblo
Indians. If they .were left alone they could settle their
matters among themselves, this they are as well qualified to
do as any People in new Mexico. these Indians should
Either have all the Priviledge (sic) of citizens or not be subject to the courts in Petty law suits. I might add that they
are as well qualified to be citizens of the united states as are
the Mexican Population of this country. Each Pueblo has a. j
code of laws of their own. they administer Justice fairly
among their own People. they certainly are the most industrious, honest,' hard working, People in New' Mexico, they
get along harmoniously among themselves. the Pueblo
Indians with kind treatment from Goverment (sic) would
always be reliable in case of a war with the other more hostile tribes. the Indians of Laguna and Acama (sic)
Pueblos have had a number of suits in court and have both
expressed a wish .to be Keept (sic) out of Court to me, as
they complain of the Expences, (sic) it often happens that
the cases they are Engaged in are of a trifling Carracter
(sic) but Expencive. (sic)
there is among the Pueblo
Indians men of .considerable Information, their best
informed are generally Elected to govern the Pueblo, and
from all the Knowledge I have of the Pueblo Indians the
best thing that could be done for them would be to survey
their lands, mark their Boundaries, and repeal the law permitting them to sue and be sued, and let them be subject to
the Intercourse law, and any disputes that arise among
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themselves can be settled by an agent, better than by vexatious Law suits; It has. never been decided Illegal to sell
Liquor within the Limits of a Pueblo, yet in two Instances
I compelled Partys (eic) to give bond and take out Licences
(sic) to trade within the limits of the Pueblo, and Prohibited
the introduction of liquor; for this the People of the Pueblo
were highly pleased. the result of my observation in the
Premises is that much good will 'follow If these People were
Entirely governed by the intercourse law through an agent.
as they are now situated tthey are neither one thing or the
other. the Territorial Legislature' says the Indians shall
sue and be sued, but denys (sic) them the rights of citizenship, and when the agent wishes to Protect the Indians he is
meet (sic) with a threat that the courts of the Territory has
the only power to regulate the Pueblo Indians.
these Indians are the steadfast friends of our Goverment. (sic) I have leart (sic) something of their habits and
customs, and It affords me Pleasure to lay the foregoing
statements before you and hope that Congress will act on
the subject.
.
Respectfully your
obt. St.
A. G. MAYERS
Agent for the Pueblo
Indians of N. M.
Hon. G. W. Manypenny
Commissioner of
Indian affairs
Mayers to Charles E: Mix, Osiyka, Miss. April 6, 1857."
Osiyka Miss April 6th 1857
Sir
I leave to day for Fort Smith Arkansas. Should your
department desire to communicate with me, a letter will
reach me at the above designated Place,
very Respectfully
your obt St
A. G. MAYERS
Indian agent for
New Mexico
Hon. Chas. E. Mix
acting Commissioner
of Indian affairs
Washington City D. C.
64.
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Charles E. Mix to Mayers, Washington; D. C., April 14,
.
1857~·
.
Department of the Interior
Office Indian Affairs
. April 14th 1857
Mayers Esq. A. G.
Fort Smith
.Arkansas.
Sir,
.
Having received your letter of the 6th instant informing me that a communication would reach you at Fort
Smith, Arkansas, I hasten to inform you, that direction of
the Secretary of the Interior that your resignation" of the
office of Agent for the .Indians in New Mexico has been
accepted, and your ·successor has been appointed and
received his commission.
Should there be any public money or property at Santa
Fe under your control, and with which you are chargeable,
(sic) you may relieve yourself and sureties from responsibility therefor, by causing the same to be delivered to the
Superintendent of Indian Affairs there who is instructed to
receive the same and execute receipts therefor.
You are also requested, if you have not anticipated this
request already, to file your final accounts as soon as practicable, that they may be examined and settled in accordance
with law.
'
.
Very Respectfully
Your obdt Servant
CHAS. E. MIX
Commissioner ad interim.
55. O. 1. A., Letter Book no, 56. 349.
56. A careful search of the files· of the O·mce of Indian Affairs failed to locate
the text of Mayers's letter of resignation.

A "FRAY MARCOS DE NIZA" NOTE

By H. R.

WAGNER

· writing my article on Fray Marcos de Niza I disS covered among my documents a photostat of .a letter
INCE

1

from Coronado to the emperor, dated Compostela July ·15,
1539. It is numbered 66-5-14. It treats of his visit to
Culiacan and has the following regarding Niza:

.I took with me to this province of Culiacan a friar of
the Order of San Francisco named Fray Marcos de Niza
who was sent to me by the viceroy of New Spain to enter
the country inland as he was going by his. order in the
name of your majesty to discover by land the coast of this
New Spain in order to find out its secrets, its lands, and
the people in it. In order that he might enter with more
security I sent certain Indians of those who had been
enslaved in this province of New Galicia, and whom the
viceroy had liberated, to the towns of Petatlan, and Cuchillo,
which is about sixty leagues beyond Culiacan. I told them
to call some natives of these towns and to tell them to have
no fear as your majesty had ordered that war should not be.
made on them nor should they receive any bad treatment or
be enslaved.·
With this, and seeing that the messengers who. went
to call them were freed, and being no little surprised at
their liberty, more than eighty men came to me to whom,
after having given them very particularly to understand
your royal wish, namely that your majesty at present does
not wish of them anything except that they become Christians and know God and recognize your majesty as their
·lord, I charged them to take inland Fray Marcos with every.
security, and Esteban, a. negro, whom the viceroy bought
for this purpose from' one of those who escaped from
Florida whose name is Esteban. After traveling for six (?)
days, thanks be to God, they found a very good country as
your majesty will see by the account of Fray Marcos and by
what the viceroy writes you, for which reason I do not do so
here. I hope that the Lord and your majesty may be very
1. Published in the April issue, pp. 184-227, supra. In that paper the following:
corrections are- necessary: Page 1919; line 10. insert "not" in the parenthesis after
u W 8 S . Jt
Page 200. line 15, insert "reported" after "towns:' Page 202, line 2 cut
one "I" out of "Interpollat.iona.'
Page 212. line 21. "Francisco" should be uFran..
cesco.'
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well served, not only from the greatness which Fray Marcos
ascribes to the country but also from the good plan and
industry which the viceroy has used in discovering it and
will use in pacifying it and placing it under the domain of'
your majesty.
Dr. C. Perez Bustamante in his Don Antonio de Mendoza (Santiago, 1928) published a part of this letter as Doc.
No. VIII, but from a copy in the Munoz documents. In
place of the word "six" (which I have questioned) he has
put the word sus. In the original the word might be sus
which, although I do not think it good Spanish, is perhaps
preferable to seis (six), since there is nothing in Niza's narrative to indicate that he, found a good country in six days'
journey. Coronado is obviously referring to some country
much farther away from Culiacan, probably the Seven
Cities themselves.
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The Irrepressible Conflict, 1850-1865. By Arthur
Charles Cole. The Macmillan Company, New York, 1934.
Pp. xv-468. (vol. VII, A History of American Life). IlluS:trations, critical bibliography, and index. $4.00.

This book is a healthy antidote to the post-World War
pessimism and realism. If America could survive the trials
of the 1850's there is hope for the future. Amidst the
hustle and bustle of a rapidly expanding state, with the
growing pains of a developing society, the shadow of civil
war intruded. Not that the shadow is emphasized, however.
Chapters XII-XV are devoted to the war period, but they do
not substantiate Sherman's famous dictum unless we
include in its category profiteering, graft in government,
pro-war propaganda, stimulus' to' prostitution,' and a forgotten idealism.
Professor Cole finds the basic cause of the Civil War in
a divergent nationalism due to different social and economic
structures separated by the Mason-Dixon line. A booming
industrial North with faith in Democracy pitted against a
static Southern agrarian society, resting on chattel slavery,
struggling, too late, for economic self-sufficiency : "Cotton is
King" had done its work too well. The pre-War years witnessed a gradual severing of the economic, social, and intellectual bonds, with the Southern society acquiring a "coherence, if not unity, on the eve of a struggle that was to
determine its very right to exist." (p. 57.)
Chapters I-XI present a cross section of American life
in the social and economic phases, The unity of the frontier disappeared in the Mississippi Valley. The northern
half was bound to the North by railroads and industry and
the Union was saved. Free homesteads were demanded;
the merchant marine experienced its golden age with the
fast sailing clipper; speculation was rife, only to be sobered
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by a short-lived depression. The farmer prospered and
labor was becoming class conscious.
The 1850's were a period of "isms" and reforms, largely
confined to the North. Prohibition was tried. "It seemed
to many ... 'to deteriorate the quality of the liquor drunk
under it, and to double its cost ..." (p. 162). Lager beer,
popularized by the German immigrants, was a powerful
opponent. "The outstanding fact in the anti-slavery cause
of the fifties was the awakened conscience of the masses of
the free states." (p. 262.)
Chapter XVI consists of an excellent critical bibliography of forty-two pages. The footnotes are interesting for
their frequent citations to contemporary newspapers and
periodicals.
FRANK D. REEVE.
University of New Mexico.

Colorado: The Story of a Western Commonuiealih: By
LeRoy R. Hafen. (The· Peerless Publishing Company,
Denver, 1933; 328 pages. Illustrated; index. $4.00.)
Every so often it becomes necessary to rewrite history.
Especially is this true as to the history of Western commonwealths. The march of events is apt to be not only rapid,
but revolutionary. Fortunate are states such as Colorado
in possessing a historian -like Dr. LeRoy R. Hafen, a graduate of the University of California, and since 1924, historian
of the State Historical Society of Colorado. His early
volumes, The Overland Mail, Broken Hand and Past and
Present of the Pike's Peak Gold Region are treasured in
schools and libraries in all parts of the United States, but
especially in the Rocky Mountain region.
Dr. Hafen has taught history in high school, was a
teaching fellow at the University of California, has taught
in Denver University and the University of Colorado, and
is editor of the Colorado Magazine, published by the State
Historical Society of Colorado.
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Much more condensed than the three-volume history of .
Colorado which he compiled with James H. Baker in 1927,
the newest history of Colorado is comparable in size with
that by Lansing Bloom of the State of New Mexico, lately
published for high school use.
Colorado looks back upon the same ancestry as New
Mexico, not only in prehistoric times, but also more modern
days. In southwestern Colorado are the monumental evidences of the early peoples who built the great terraced
houses in the Chaco Canyon before they spread out to the
San Juan country and the Mesa Verde further north.
It is fitting therefore that Dr. Hafen devotes a chapter
to the results of the late archaeological research among the
cliff-dwellers of that section. The Indians of the slopes and
plains were of the same race, and Dr. Hafen in his chapter
on "The Nomad Lords of Mountain and Plain," repeats the
tribute of Chauncey Thomas: "Greek art and culture did
not affect the Roman more than the Indian has affected the
American, and in due time History will so record the fact."
In natural sequence is the chapter on discovery, beginning with Colorado and ending with Major Stephen H.
Long's expedition up the Platte River in the summer of
1820. It was Major Long, who in his report labeled the
entire plains region east of the Rockies "The Great American Desert," and who declared it was "uninhabitable by
people depending upon agriculture for their subsistence."
Then came the days of the fur trade and of the Santa
Fe Trail, with such heroes as Jedediah Smith, Kit Carson,
Charles Bent and others who belong as much to New Mexico
as they do to Colorado. In fact, the sovereignty which had
its home in the Palace of the Governors at Santa Fe included
all of Colorado, and even up to 1861 the southern portion
of the later "Centennial State" still lay in New Mexico. It
was the Spaniards from New Mexico who essayed the first
expeditions into the Pike's. Peak region and who made the
first permanent settlements in parts now Colorado. It was
as late as 1851 when San Luis on the Culebra River was
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founded, to' be followed by settlements at San Pedro and
San Acacio. In 1854, the first permanent settlement west
of the Rio Grande in the San Luis valley was made on the
Conejos River and named Guadalupe, the settlers looking to
Santa Fe for guidance and authority.
It was not until then that rumors of gold in the Colorado Rockies began to reach the East and brought adventurers and prospectors from that direction. Denver dates
back only to 1860, and from that time on, the. development
of Colorado began to diverge from that of New Mexico.
rapidly surpassing the older settled commonwealth in population and wealth.
Dr. Hafen's narrative maintains its interest up to and
including the last chapter, which is devoted to the Colorado'
of today and recent changes and innovations. It might
have proved valuable if the statistics given had been compared. with those of New Mexico and other states of the
West.
There is still to be written a philosophic history which
will give reasons for the differences in culture and material
advancement which seem to be determined by artificial
rather than natural boundaries. State histories rest more
or less on the work done by predecessors in research. Dr.
. Hafen has made full use of these and his bibliographic references will be valued by those who come after him.
, .
P.A.F.W.

The Background of the Revolution for Mexican Independence. By Lillian E. Fisher. (Boston, The Christopher
Publishing House, 1934. 512 pp., including 38 pp. of bibliography; index; no illustrations or maps. $4.00.)
After three hundred years of Spanish rule, why did
Mexico revolt from the mother country? Dr. Fisher answers the question in this voluminous study which may be
characterized as a digest. Nearly every page is annotated
with references to the numerous sources which, for some
years past, she has been gathering from the archives in
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Seville, Mexico City, at Berkeley and at Austin. Every
statement which she makes rests directly upon her authorities. Even when she endorses the old invidious comparison
between Spanish and English colonization (which has become so wearisome by its reiteration and superficiality) she
immediately quotes Abad y Queipo, bishop of Michoacan :
"Spain treated the people well, compared with other nations
... giving all the conquered natives the rights which the
conquerors enjoyed...." (p.15)
And yet the book as a whole portrays the failure of the
Spanish colonial system. Essentially it is a study of Spanish administration-as viewed by the creole Spaniards of
New Spain. There is nothing to indicate what the native
people thought of it; they were to be inarticulate for another
century. "Mexican Independence" in 1821 meant merely
separation from the mother country, and it was the concern
and achievement of those born in New Spain who claimed
Spanish descent. It was the triumph of criollos and mestizos over the gachupin class and gachupin administration.
Dr. Fisher's study does not alter any of the main lines of
the picture, as they have long been recognized, but it is an
excellent analysis of her subject and a filling-in of the picture with almost a plethora of detail. Perhaps in no other
way could the reader be so impressed with the complex
problems and difficulties under which the Spanish monarchy
of that time was staggering. He is not apt to read this
mass of evidence without feeling a new respect and astonishment for the Spanish people.
In eight chapters the author analyzes and criticizes
(with the aid of her contemporary creole sources) "Social
Conditions," "The Intellectual Background," "Commerce,"
"Industry," "Finance," "The Church," "Political Administration Attempts at Reform." In the last two chapters
she discusses "Foreign Influences" and the "Influence of
Events in Spain."
At p. 188, line 22, the date 1810 should read 1820; and
when had the mint of Guanajuato been opened? Most of
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the slips noticed in the text are simply omitted or transposed
letters, but a few words are misspelled: indigenes, guild, intolerance (e. g., pp. 45, 49, 157, 167, 190, 249). "From
whence" (p. 362) is jarring. Morelos suffers a slight indignity (p, 256) and the name of Croix is partly Frenchified
(125, 433, 460, and index) -simply because one of his writings was published in Nantes (editor not named). The
good, noble, public-spirited (etc., etc., etc.) "Abad y Queipo"
is correctly. indexed; hut in the bibliography his writings
must be sought under "Queipo" (448, 457). These are all
slips of minor importance; the fact that there are not far
more of them in a book of this kind is evidence of very commendable work on the part of the author.
L.RB.

